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Abstract

Although a Supreme Court judgment is a decision from the highest court
in Thailand’s justice system, it does not merely describe judicial decision-making.
It is rich in spoken and written discourse that is recorded and transcribed during
judicial proceedings. This article aims to describe the characteristics of discourse
presentations in Thai Supreme Court judgments and compare the language used
in these judgments to features of the Thai legal register. The results show that
the language used to refer to the original speakers/authors of the discourse
presentations and to present reported utterances pattern in various ways. While
there are some characteristics that share linguistic attributes with the Thai legal
register, such as the complexity of sentence structures and jargon used, there
are some unique features that are particularly noteworthy in the findings such as

the use of personal pronouns and subjective language.

Keywords: speech presentation, writing presentation, legal language, genre analysis
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(narrator’s presentation of voice)

(AnUasann Short, 2012, p. 21)
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