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Abstract

Turkey was one of the big countries that expressed its intention to join the European Union since
1963, but until now in 2020, Turkey has not been recognized as a member. There are five conflicting rea-
sons, namely: 1) area: it is 97% located in Asia but 3% in Europe; 2) population: it has as many as 82 million
thus will make Turkey the most populous country; in the Union, Turkey will have the highest voting rights,
making it a powerful country like Germany and France; 3) religion: where 99% of the people are Islamic
other EU countries are all Christian; 4) economy: 33% of the Turkish population is in agricultural sector,
making Turkey is a poor country; should Turkey become a member of the European Union it is concerned
that most of the EU’s financial aid will fall on Turkey; 5) human rights and democracy: especially with severe
and inhumane treatment of the Kurt minority; 6) Cyprus and the conflict with Greece is a serious problem

that has been chronic for many decades and many times it wars between two countries almost broke out.

Despite the EU’s efforts to find a way to negotiate, they still haven’t seen any solution until now.

From several problems mentioned above, it can be seen that these are all obstacles to the entry

of the European Union that makes Turkey still have to wait indefinitely to become a member.

Keywords: Turkey, EU Member, European Union
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a. Higher France and Germany estimates are from Richard Jackson and others, The Graying of the

Great Power: Demography and Geopolitics in the 21st Century (Washington: Center for Strategic
and International Studies, 2008). The authors write that they “assume that the ratio of net
immigration to immigrant population will remain constant” and match “fertility rates and age
profiles with annual growth rates... and then add [ ] immigrant” (pp. 101, 174- 75).

Lower estimates in 2005 are from “Islam in der Europaischen Union: Was steht fur die Zukunft auf
dem Spiel? [Islam in the EU: What is at Stake in the Future?], “Fachreferat Strukturund
Kohéasionspolitik [Structural and Cohesion Policy Unit ], Directorate General for Internal Policies of
the European Parliament, May 14, 2007.

Compiled using figures of 2,700,000 and 3,700,000 Muslims, respectively, from Ceri Peach, “The
Muslim Population,” in Muslim Integration, edited by S. Angenendt and others (Washington: CSIS,
2007), as a percentage of figures from Steffen Krohnert, Iris Hofsmann, and Reiner Klingholz,
Europe’s Demographic Future: Growing Regional Imbalances (Berlin Institute for Population and
Development, 2008), for the U.K. population in 2007 and 2030.

(Daniel Benjamin, EUROPE 2030, The Brookings Institution 2010, S. 126, ISBN 978-0-8157-0280-1).
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