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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the oriental hard clam production system, (2) the
system of marketing in the oriental hard clam, and (3) the costs and returns for oriental hard clam fishery
of fishermen in Bandon Bay, Surat Thani Province. As a case the sample consisted of 20 fishermen, who
were doing natural oriental hard clam fishery in Bandon Bay, Surat Thani Province. Data were collected
using a questionnaire and analyzed using frequency, percentage, and mean.

The inputs for oriental hard clam fishery included fishing vessels, engines, fuel, and household
labors. The sample spent 8-10 hours per day and yielded 21-30 kilograms per person. The oriental hard
clams caught were sold through 4 channels of distribution: selling directly to consumers, selling to
restaurants for consumers, selling through retailers for consumers, and selling through wholesalers to
retailers for consumers both inside and outside the area. The cost and operating profit margin from
oriental hard clam fishery varied according to types of vehicle used: the sample who used motorized
long-tailed boats had the cost for operating was 134,455 baht per year (78.56%) and earned 36,690 baht
per year (21.44%), and the sample who hired fishing vessels had the cost for operating was 48,986 baht a
year (73.01%) and earned 18,107 baht per year (26.99%), the sample who used fishing boats of wholesalers had

the cost for operating was 36,609 baht per year (63.40%) and earned 21,133 baht per year (36.60%).

Key words: Costs; Returns; Fishery; Marketing
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