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Abstract

This research has two purposes: (1) to study the economic system of Hmong ethnic groups inhabiting in
Thap Boek village, Wang Ban Sub-District, Lom Kao District, Phetchabun Province, with focused study on such
economic structures as production, goods market, labor and capital; and (2) to study change impacts influenced by
outside economic systems. This research used a qualitative methods, in the form of anthropological field research.
The data were collected by interviewing, observing, and photo taking, using the in-depth interviews technic, the
researcher conducted in-depth interviews with twenty key informants, and data analyzed by content analysis.

It was found from the research findings that the production system of Hmong people in Ban Thap Boek,
Wang Ban, Lom Kao, Petchabun is a commercial agricultural production system focusing on monoculture by
growing cabbage, which is considered the main industrial crop of the village. The Hmong people send their
crops and vegetables for sales at the vegetable and agricultural product market located at Pho Khun Pha

Mueang Intersection in Lom Sak district about 40 kilometers away from Ban Thap Boek. This market is central to
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vegetables trading for the northern region. In terms of labor, most Hmong hill tribe members primarily use

household labor, and probably hire outside labor, especially during cutting cabbage for sales, as merchants will

be waiting to buy. Having to work against the clock, funding for Hmong cabbage plantation is intensively based

on capital under the capitalist economics, with which Hmong’s growing of crops is no longer for subsistence like

in the past, but focused on trade, as evidenced by the acceleration of higher yield of crop per unit area and the

introduction of intensive use of production technology. The research findings also reveal that the Hmong hill

tribe of Ban Thap Boek is influenced by commercial agricultural production system, which can be seen from the

high reliance on markets outside the village. Hmong members of Ban Thap Boek take over the economic status

better when compared to the past, and change the culture of dress.

Key words: Commercial Agriculture; Hmong Ethnic Groups; Ban Thap Boek Hmong
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