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Abstract

The purposes of this study were 1) to investigate the ideas of the public sector and community
groups in managing water, 2) to study the public sector and community groups’ driven approach of water
management in the Pak Phanang River Basin, and 3) to find out how the public sector and community
groups jointly manage water in the Pak Phanang River Basin. The researcher’s conceptual framework has
been based on the ideas of the public sector and community groups in managing water and the concept
of social movements. The qualitative data collection encompassed a document analysis, an in-depth
interview with 48 respondents, a focus group interview with 75 respondents, as well as a participant and
non-participant observation method. The informants were stakeholders affected by water management in
the Pak Phanang River Basin, public sector and people’s representatives, and academic representatives
working on water management in the Pak Phanang River Basin.

The findings showed the community groups’ need for cultural ecology-based water management
in the Pak Phanang River Basin which was contrary to the Royal Irrigation Department’s utilitarianism-based
approach. These differences of thought have probably caused protest-free movements related to water
management in the Pak Phanang River Basin as could be seen in social movements among community
groups using mutual learning process through which villagers acted as researchers seeking approach for
water management. However, these movements urged the public sector to adjust its water management
approach so as to respond to the community groups’ requests. The joint water management approach
consisted of 1) water management approach of the Royal Irrigation Department, 2) water management
approach of the Pak Phanang River Basin conservation group, and 3) water management approach of
those working on water management in the Pak Phanang River Basin. These three approaches have been
developed in order to enable joint water management as presented in two dimensions in this study: joint

water management structure and data cooperation.

Key words: Water Management; Pak Phanang River Basin; Cultural Ecology Community; Utilitarianism
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