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ABSTRACT

This research report explores facts on high-speed internet usage of the low internet
penetration area. Three lowest provinces of the Thailand north are then selected. The study
includes willingness-to-pay, economic usages of internet users drawn from the subsidized
internet community center. Moreover, regarding current policy implementation from central
government to local administrative body called Subdistrict Administrative Organization (SAO),
the understanding in digital economy policy of the sampled SAO is assessed.

Considering economic usage of internet, most of the samples utilize the internet to
search for working purposes and to see career training video contents. It is noticeable that
very few of them using internet to access agricultural market and price information or to learn
foreign language. However, it is clear that there are benefits of the internet in searching for
information regarding medical care and medical drug usage. Turning to willingness to pay for
high-speed internet, on average, the samplings are willing to pay monthly internet fee in the
range of 300 to 600 Baht with weighted average fee of 454 Baht per month. It also can be
concluded that the samples are willing to pay more when the waiting period of downloading

internet content is revealed.
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The current digital economy policy and maneuvering mechanism are supported by five
strategic thrusts, two cabinet-approved drafted Acts, with five specific committees at the central
level. However, from the local point of view, the understanding in digital economy policy of the
sampled SAOs is very limited. Around 60 percent of the samples SAOs do not understand the
real meaning of digital economy, and around 85 percent of the SAOs do not know about the
government digital economy policy at all. In conclusion, there is no preparation to push forward

the digital economy policy at the local administrative level.

Keywords: Willingness to Pay, High-speed Internet, Digital Economy
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