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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article is to present supports and arguments on avoidance of ‘stuck-
in-the-middle’ competitive strategies in business organization. All business organizations want to
have competitive advantage over their competitors in the same industry, and an important way to
create the competitive advantage is Competitive strategies (Differentiation strategy, Overall cost
leadership strategy and Focus strategy). However, a significant problem is whether we should
avoid using ‘stuck-in-the-middle’ competitive strategies or not. Related literature from past and
present has been reviewed. The results from some previous research papers and successful
business organizations, on one hand, supported the avoidance of using ‘stuck-in-the-middle’
competitive strategies or the use of one strategy (Pure strategy). That is to say, the firms have to
use Differentiation strategy or Overall cost leadership strategy. On the other hand, some other
previous research papers and successful business organizations argued. They suggested the
firms use an Integrated strategies or Hybrid / Combination strategies. That is to say, the firms
have to use both Differentiation strategy and Overall cost leadership strategy simultaneously,

which, in other words, is the use of ‘stuck-in-the-middle’ competitive strategies.

Keywords: Competitive Strategies, Generic Strategies, Stuck-in-the-Middle
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= o v a 6 a g d' =) d' =3
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¢
3
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Aamsavauazilananazidule Tigeandadny Cronshaw LAz Ak (1994: 19) AumIAAIN
A o A o < ¥ A [ a A ¥ 6 1 R A
viEnAdszauanudniendsliines 1 nagnt uazninidosnslinagninisudsduunneieg
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na19 9 las@nsAuuish Sainsbury's” wudiliaaslEnagnin1ansduuuuaiag nana e Wiz
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§IUNANNTITLVAI Powers LAz Hahn (2004: 52 - 53) TIANH1aaHNTINTUIANTIN
Uineanizainint wod sweansfildnagninaly — madufihdudunuaansaldiude
v A o a A ' A9 o & o A & |
lduRsulumsdifiunwnmiianiisuasildnagninalduuuaisgnati g (nagninisudadu

A {9 o < Y ' < Y
LUDA3I9 N 9) Twiisswmafildnagninaly — misfeanuuandisuounald nasing
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1

®19199 1 : WAN3I98289 Thomas L. Powers Wag William Hahn

Cluster
Measure 1 2 3 4 5
ROA rating mean 3.70 3.79 3.50 4.60 3.63
Standard deviation 1.01 1.25 1.10 0.83 1.30
Number 43 14 18 15 8
F-ratio 1.7828 0.8199 - 3.9000 0.8030
P-value 0.1966 0.5439 - 0.0496 0.5538

RN Cluster: 1 = ﬂﬂqﬂfﬂﬂiﬁ%ﬂdﬂi?NLLﬂﬂ@iﬁdLLUUﬁ"]vL]J; 2= ﬂaqmgmsag'amwwzﬁ'm; 3= ﬂﬂq“nﬁsﬂ’li

. = & wo W @ v ' 1 a 1Y
LUIDBUULAII G NANNE); 4 = ﬂﬂq“ﬂ'gﬂ’lﬂﬂuf{d%’]ﬂ’]%@l%n%; 5= ﬂﬂ?{‘n'gﬂ'ﬁﬁi’ldﬂ’ﬂuLL@]ﬂ@l’N@]’]%Uiﬂ’liaﬂﬂ']

131 : Powers W&z Hahn (2004: 52)

WONIMNANANNTIT8V9 Nandakumar uaz A (2011: 222) %aﬁnmqsﬁammﬁmlu
anvananInsusiaulnguaslasuauamiia (UK) wodn ﬁﬁ]ﬂﬁiﬁi’ﬁlﬂﬂd%ﬁdﬂaqwfﬁalﬁna
pnimadufihdudununianagninmaaiiannuuandt fmsdufineuiianiifamsiling
ﬁqwfn'm,m"ﬁ'mmméae] na1a g MNis nslfifisanagnimadugihdudunu uazmaldife
NAINFNIRINANUUANGN ﬁlv‘s’mamw‘i%ﬁumuﬁmmsﬁuﬁgaﬂ'jwLﬁaLﬁﬁuﬁumﬂfﬁnas_qmﬁs
MIUTITURLLATIG NN

ﬁw%‘uaaﬁmiﬁqiﬁaﬁ'aamafu Wheelen Waz Hunger (2008: 148) lenania1984 u3um
Hewlett — Packard (HP) S4nasanlditnasaunsos uSHn Compag 1ull a.a. 2002 ¥l HP
gzyL'émﬁﬂmmazgnﬁugmwhd Dell uas IBM lagfl Dell iufiundanns PCs lusangn dau
IBM ﬁﬁu%ﬁ'ﬂiunﬂﬁm’was:uusiam’fiv&a'm'vxaﬂﬂiuqmaW%ﬂssuﬁeﬁ'uefauLﬁammmﬁ‘lmﬁ@m
Iiugndatwasudiu uiuau HP Alailduslumaignadng Dell uaz Aldldassnnuadng
IBM f:ﬁm,ﬂumﬂ’ﬁnaﬁqwﬁ‘mﬂmid{fmmm'%a6) na199 284 HP lut241 a.¢. 2008 uddann HP
AszauANUATINUNAYNTAINGT7 (Robbins and Coulter, 2012: 262)

&2% Carpenter L8z Sanders (2007: 130 - 131) N&1231 30 IuGEWe Chevy Cavalier §
AU IURULATI g N899 %%am'ammiﬂaﬁunuﬁwLLa:memn@m \aifisuiy Honda
Civic W&z Hyundai Elantra %mﬂugjuﬂﬁwﬁn Tug249%) a.¢. 2007 Tag Honda A lsfidndn twae
MnaegInd uadldqudnuguilaalduinnit ﬁ%n%luﬂ']iﬂ'h;d%ﬂﬁ’]@i’] LAZQIUNIN
lasyangs flaudi1a1vnoi5udusad Chevy Cavalier azdninatnafitudndyfionn dmiu

Hyundai Elantra wudnninamsuazdunuluninia aagun 3
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A

o Hyundai §7a'ldl3ouiasdunue

301

a1

Honda $i7a leiuSouiTasanuuandis

a1

9 e 2 & Y %y
AUNUUDINNRA [] MlsvesnGa dlfdonmmualunsBeuwszmadudivesvesyve
q UG u

{ o ' v ° . ™ =
zﬂﬁ 3: AULARILD UL TN ﬂaqﬂﬁaunum, ﬂaﬂqwﬁ‘m’]mmnma, ﬂaﬂq“ﬂﬁrﬂ’]iLL"N"}J%LLUUﬂidﬂ nay e

ﬁm: Carpenter LLaz Sanders, 2007: 131

nnavuafind luSswernldiduldfsdaatuanm — mawdniagamslénagninis
wisduuuua3sg nansg ldagradatan fe winnaniasanslénagninsudsduuuuaisg
na19 9 azadeteldiuTovlunisudetulwniuiants Suduldnuanisiseidnsiny
gasnnITuswIaTludizinaanizaining nie wams"’sfﬁ‘mﬁﬁﬂmﬁ‘uqiﬁﬁ]mma@ﬂu
snnroraninivSiaulvguazlesusudinile udu udainldanesdnsgsiaiszau
AUENSIaE9TY VN Dell waz IBM w3 snuud Honda Civic uaz Hyundai Elantra aziiu
mavanidssmslinagninisursiunuueisg nansg Jaduiefiansiionsan

dolaudv: n1snaniagon1sldnagnsnIsudoIuluuASY 9 Nanov

Wa931n Porter laiNtauaniia®and 2 La N (Competitive Strategy La s Competitive
= g ' A @ & . & v o
Advantage) w1l @.¢1. 1980 LAz A.61.1985 TILAIMIEIURBIVDINTIRONG 2 LANTH o LsiwdnDs
fl 2 e = [ . [ {
myliaaslEnagninisutsduuuuaiig na1sg aaulull a.q.1988 Hil laiduuunanude
Differentiation Versus Low Cost or Differentiation and Low Cost: A Contingency Framework lasil
uwm;ﬂ%é’n 2 dszn1s Ae Usznasusn ﬂ's'lmmn@ma'mwnLﬂu%umﬂunﬁﬁﬁunu@?ﬂéf
A 3 2 = 1 o Ad oA J 1o 3 & v n' [
Urzmifaes Talddiovlunsudsiungsdn ennduagnumslinagnidunudiuaznagninis
sisanuuandlnTaniuuazdaiios las Hil ldvoivanuunayUnandsznsuanliin

(2
=]
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1

anuausalunsaieanuuandldnuniadusiluszaugs Lﬁﬁ@ﬂ%lnﬂﬁﬂawugnﬁuﬁ’u
wfﬁmﬁmﬁmaa@ﬁwaaﬁamsﬁw LﬁamawelLﬁunga Weolassgiuaaadinsuendin e
AvzuannIHaalanNlnluastuTau Lﬁaﬁmwﬂimﬁ'@mnmm@luﬂaqﬁ’u (Economies of
Scale) LLa:Lfiamwﬂimﬁmmmamwrfl'amag' (Economies of Scope) uanaiiflaisiudas
AsUTIRNaisessraUANNES LLa:"l,éT‘*umﬂmmuwaEﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂs:miﬁaaavl,i”j'l WWadansld
ﬂ'mumn@mLﬁaWﬁéTunw‘ﬁ ffwmﬂﬁdﬁamﬁﬁf'uvléﬂl%ﬁy’maanaqﬂﬁ (naqwﬁ“ﬁunu@‘i‘ma:ﬂa
pninIaisanaLanedd) ldwiauniu Taganuuanarsaznansidununislunssnsn %
anudszngaanama Unilassrnutinarauasfans Niegiainsnnunnadaanauanle
8nee wilnandourlifamsiuazinsn igete ldivsoulunmsudsduiidsiuaa’ly (Hil, 1988
409 - 411)

F9annaaIny Dess U8z ADA (2008: 169) finani madselominandafanis (Hafe
miyjimmsnaqﬂﬁnﬂnﬂuﬁjﬁwﬁmﬁunuua:msa%’wmwmmn@m fa vinlwidun1sonde

]
1A

W9N9zviNgN WIaaanRuwLUL ﬂ'ﬁHim’m'ﬁﬂaﬂq'ﬂﬁ(ﬁ ﬂ’a’ﬁ’mlﬁﬁamivlﬁwauqmﬁwiagnﬁ”ﬂﬁ

I D,

3 2 dezanluainudeanu fe 1.quaud@fiuandns (Differentiated Attributes) L3% AW

€

v 6

a o ad a A ' . A Aa A
AANBIUVDIANFUAT AMVNDTDLREI LA 2.5']@]']V]Qﬂﬂ'.l'] (Lower Prices) L%8331nN3N134

Q

J

e 2

A 9
wNeININ

3
S0

W
launan3338289 White (1986: 227) wudwmﬂ%naqwfﬁunuﬁﬂ (nagninmndugin

v v a 6 a A v [ ' [ v
dudunu) eanagnden (Pure Cost) wiamilinagnianuuand1s (nagninisaieniy
' a & a . Lo & o o I ' B &
uanend) LiBINayNBLGaT (Pure Differentiation) wudsainswanauunuldiasniinisldnagnt

FuNuAUaENAgNFANUANGNI (Cost and Differentiation) Wiauriw 9013191 2

®197199 2 : NaNNTI8UI Roderick E. White

a
laag

FIUINYDY A ULNKIN n'mﬁufmaa

nasgwﬁ‘ﬁbavlﬂ NANA2DEY nMIRING gaae
@11 (Pure Cost) 15 28.6 3.9
ANNUANGT (Pure Differentiation) 16 221 10.9
ﬁunuLLazm’]&JLmﬂ@hd (Cost and Differentiation) 19 30.2 5.9
TaifidalemyIoulun1sua s (No competitive ad.) 19 4.9 5.9
NIWIIN 69 21.0% 6.6%

31 : White (1986: 227)
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¥ Ao A A
uanINk NANITITBANG BT ANUTUaI Ohmer (1997:58,72, 126) TIANMQAIANTIA
< a ¥ g o o . 4 ' v & A ¥
nauwdaniuesiiuluuaigiauani (Kentucky Bourbon Whiskey Industry) wuinfignauiany
FUIB 4 T8 N 7 i’lsﬂunﬁiuéf'gasjn ‘l‘ﬁﬂaq*nﬁ‘mil,flu;gﬁ,ﬂmaﬁﬂuﬁunuua:ﬂaqwfmia%’ﬂd
anuuanad ldwian g nu smdn 3 Nefwie l’ﬁnaqm‘nwm‘*fnmwmmn@mLi‘]u%é’fn #%3y
4 MeflEnagninisesnsaniuiiazuuungind 3 Monlaildldnagninisasniannu wafe
iﬂyﬁl’ﬁnaqwﬁﬁaaaaw%auﬁummm%‘nmmﬂuﬁmné’nmﬁua:mw&'wﬁufﬁiﬂﬁ%@ﬁmﬁﬂ
Fmihoianavuazgnen ldannnimenlildldnagninseswianiunialfifsnagniidon
7 = a & U
ROANRBINUNANTTIVBVDY Hlavacka Waz At (2001: 44, 54) ma‘lwﬁnmqwm%mw
Tsawenunaludszinaansinizaladn (Slovak) Aildnagninaluvas Porter wudnlsaweuna
1 g; v 1 ot A 1 Ql/ v Q- 1 a wa
mmuuvl,@ﬂ‘nﬂaqﬂﬁ‘mnwwmmuma6] N899 udlasnalduanauwudn wan1sdfuaeud
a Q WU { U g e 1 1 v 1 - A o
Laﬂlunnm%mﬁh UANINNANINWILINA1I DN mﬂ"nﬂaqwfmmmwmmuma 9 Na1d g i
Wwaﬂ'ﬁﬂgjﬁ'?muaanmaﬁqwamnnq’u Iuﬁawaamwmmmlumsmuquﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬁiwLLa:
matdulavasnylanivue
@ o [ Ao A a
LRZHIREAARBINUKNANNTIIEVAY Pertusa-Ortega LAz At (2009: 518) TIANMIAANNT
1 v 1 Qs & 1 o 1 o =3
Tudszmasdn wmﬂmﬂ’maqwfmnmwmmumo6] N8N« "I,&Jmamvl,ﬂqwamsmmmm
a A o ' ¥ & L e oA & = .
maam}miwmmwmﬂ‘nﬂaqmmmmmmwmnaqmmm (Pure Strategies)
o Qa Qs 1 { a J a £ Qs 1 v
fNIVA0e19NLNATNITI Wheelen waz Hunger (2008: 148) "L@lsmm'aaﬁ'mn'ﬁl‘maqﬂﬁ‘
> = a A o ' A a o &a ° & °
MILTITHUULATI ) NA19 S BNRiA218819 Ao Toyota ‘ummnmuwgnml,aual,ﬂuﬂﬁzﬁ)ﬂu
Puzdadivasfiansidszauanudiadenisldnagnimadugihdudunuuaznisaiy
ANMNLANAIINTONNY LL%uau@Tawauqmmmﬁn%ﬁwaamﬂiuiaﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬁu%ﬁwmmin
aaﬂLL‘]J‘]JQMﬂWWlﬁﬁU%%ﬁ’]%%aU%ﬂﬂi ‘Luiﬁmaﬁmmmmiq"lﬁﬁaqmmwﬁga LRS ALY
{ v v { Dl v Qs & 1 1
@a’mﬁgd mmu‘quﬁm Lacgaaaaadny Carpenter LLas Sanders (2007:130) 094N81371 Toyota
< A o A Ao o A o v o o ' [ A o o A
duiisnwiininmdunusesisnladniguiman lusaendongsgunmlildluszaungs
% o A ' ' A '
AN LAZFEOAAREIND Jones Uaz George (2009: 278) TINH1IIN T2UUNIINAAVY Toyota Do
A A A A A g A o A v o A A o '
fuszansanannlulan uarUszinsaniiiesnalsld Toyota munummamwnug}wﬂu
qmmmﬁmnmuﬁmaﬂan luamuzidsinu Toyota ﬁﬂ'&ﬁmwLmn@mmngil,niﬂuﬁawaoms
{ ' o % o A
panuuLuAzAIANWHand TInfadiaaaaiadny Thompson Waz AT (2012: 206 - 207) 44
' =2 & o o o 1A & P ' ' & wa '
NA1H9IT0 8 WA Toyota NUT D baLUTBUVRITOE UG Lexus g uife nsanulan
a 6 d'd " Y ol L 6 o v 6
ANURINTDIUMINEATOIUA Toyota DA IANWFILAAUT U6 1Ug33n8ud Lexus inlisnud

Lexus # Jgmnwszauniiiiow uazldunudniguiasnoudnineduy

4 4

A& 5 _ o oo , _ . u (A4
Jaftuasidn (Bourbon Whiskey) ffe awu3nuian (American Whiskey) Gatiudszinannitsvasiadasaud

o & o o o & & X 2 a & a & '
wauuaanazad laslduranniinau (Distiled) 31nd1alwa lunaigiauann nsfluaiiduiangnuiaaud

{ X a 9 d o A
An27eA 18 uazlusniiinaunsondalanniluanizaiinn (Wikipedia, 2012)
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w38 Ireland UazAME (2009: 145) Bndia81d uiENFakswalngvenlal nialu

A v a}/ 1 o & & A A ¥ [ I ¥ o v v v
UrzinalneAfiutisunu wuide zara Soldnagnimudufihdudunuuaznissiiseny
uandawiannin (W3e Ireland uazAtz 13UNIIMIYININT (Integration)) lay Zara Lauafud

wnTulumangnldatndszauanudisa

nmansaiinaluFaneri lbdnlddadalauds — mwﬁmﬁmmﬂfﬂaqﬂfmi
Wt uuLUa3s g naneg Idatnstaiau de winldnagninauwa T uuu Iy IINIIAG Fafdams
l’ﬁnaqwﬁ‘mmm{fmmuﬁm na9 9 arateldisioulumsugsduldiuians Saduldan
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UszguaNudI0819LTH UTEN Toyota WAz Zara a:ffumﬂ%naqwﬁmmﬂa{fuuwﬂéd6]
na1a 9 wia IEnagninsudsluuuuysannn Fadudsfinasiarson

dvodsU

nnaaﬁmiqiﬁa@m@Taamiﬁﬁavlﬁm%guslumiLL“ﬁa”ﬁ‘umﬁa@iu‘ziﬂuaq@ammmﬁ
Aeates wunudmdglunmssassddelddioulunsuwtswin fe nagnsnIudedu (na
pninsgiwanunand nagnimadudindudunu uaznagnimajuanizdin) uddszian
fhauladsznfunitefe mwﬁm?imﬁ%avl,&iﬁumﬂ%naqwﬁmm%amwmmmﬁqu,a:naq“nf
madudidnudunuwiaunn

ANNIINUNIBITIHNITUAINE1IT 19U WL wamﬁ%’ﬂLLa:aaﬁmiqiﬁaﬁﬂi:au
ﬂ'a'mérn,%ﬁy‘ﬂua?mLm:ﬁaqﬁud'awﬁwmaﬁumgu’tﬁﬁamm’é‘nt&"mmﬂ%ﬂaqﬂfmmﬂﬁu
LUUA3I9 NA19 w%amﬂ’fﬂ,ﬁmnaqwﬂﬂnaqﬂfmﬁd wialfifinsnagnfifien (Pure Strategy)
naMfe @Tauﬁanl’ﬁnaﬂqwﬁ‘mia%ﬂamwme@mvﬁanaqﬂfﬂﬂsLﬂuQﬁwﬁmﬁunuaﬂ"]\ﬂ,ﬂaﬂ"m
wits aghslsfany Namﬁ%ﬂLLa:aaﬁmiqiﬁaﬁﬂszaumwénL%i}ﬁy‘ﬂuaﬁmmzﬁaqﬁuﬁnmu
wisaslaues lasuuzsinlwfansldnagniuuuyInnns (Integrate Strategies) %38 3I3M%
(Hybrid / Combination Strategies) nanafa ’l,ﬁ’lfi?"kizanaqwﬁmm%amwmmmﬁqLLa:naqwfnﬁi
Wugindudununiaunn %aﬁﬁalﬂ’ﬁnaﬂqwﬁn'lil,nia{ful,l,um'%a § NR199 THHLa TIATINL
Allen and Helms (2006: 437) finan1in vwmidnsazdimldifsinagniidon (nagnsnis
\ugihdudunu nia nagniniaieanunandla) gonaliiansinanisdniuauiiania
Tupnefinuisein wuh nagnsuuuyIanms (nagninmadudihdudunu uaz nagninig
]IWANUUANE) aﬁq@

a891gu lunsdlued Toyota HeusiaNu@Aavad Porter ﬁlﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ&ldﬂ’ﬁl‘fﬂaq%ﬁfﬂ’li
LLﬂd%’%LLUUﬂ%GG} nandg a:gnﬁaaiunsrﬁmuiﬁaj WU ENAUInasTanTlaauan 1w
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