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The Application of Folk Wisdom in Natural Resource Management :

A Study of Traditional Fishing Village in Pattani Province
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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this research are: 1. To study the use of folk
wisdom in managing natural resources, and 2. The process of learning such
wisdom. It is a qualitative study using in-depth interviews of 21 key-informants
and participant-observation. Data were collected in a fishing village in Pattani
Province and were later analyzed using logical context description and

descriptive statistics.
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Findings of the study can be summarized as follows:

Folk wisdom as applied to natural resource management can be
classified into 4 categories:

1. The basic principle in community resource management is the right
to use, not to occupy, coastal areas. This right covers both temporary and
permanent use.

2. The right to use resources is divided into 2 sub-categories, i.e., using
the resource because of living in the community, and obtaining partial allotment
through others.

3. Rules of resource utilization include being nearest, i.e., living close to
the resource, and “first come, first served.” Those who reach the resource first
have the privilege to use it before others. There is also a rule which prohibits the
use of high capacity fishing methods which destroy coastal resources.

4. The inspection or controlling measures have been created by the
villagers themselves. Many measures are imbedded in local traditions or
community customs.

An important recommendation of this study is to integrate traditional
wisdom into modern know-how in order to enable the community to have a
dynamic body of knowledge that can serve them effectively in the present

world.
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