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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study is to determine justifications and
motives for corruption using both the characteristic and procedure approach.

The study includes recommendations on how to prevent and suppress
corruption within Thai society, particularly corruption relating to large
construction projects.

This is a qualitative research study. Data were collected using in-depth
interviews of civil servants in charge of government construction projects.

The study determines that the main cause of corruption is the political
system. Politicians use their power to direct advantages to their election
supporters. Some politicians also use their position to make money from
construction projects. Types of corruption include direct corruption, indirect
corruption, fixed specification tenders, pool benefits tender, and policy
corruption. Kickbacks may account for 5 to 30 percent of the project value. It

was determined that there are three parties involved in corruption: politicians,
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government officials, and contractors. Payment is usually made into overseas
accounts if the amount exceeds 100 million baht or by direct cash delivery, often
in wheeled luggage, to their home if the amount was 20 to 50 million baht.

The study also investigates mega projects from which corrupt
politicians obtain advantage. Suggestions are made for conducting future
qualitative research connected with the prevention and suppression of new forms
of corruption in the future.
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