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Abstract

The three objectives of study were 1) to investigate beliefs about important

causes of the on—going violence and unrest situation in the three southern border

provinces in Thailand and some suggestions by people working in the area on
how to solve the problem; 2) to compare the beliefs on the important causes of
violence and suggestions on how to solve the problem between Thai Buddhists and
Thai Muslims; and 3) to make some recommendations for a short-term and long—
term solution of the unrest problem in order to restore peace in the southernmost
area. The data were collected from 433 people among five samples from different

professional careers (i.e., military men, policemen, public health officers, teachers,
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Islamic leaders, and employees in the private sector). The questionnaire for data
collection contained mainly open—ended questions. Percentage, mean, Chi — Square
test, and t-test were used for analyzing the data.

The findings can be summed up as follows: 1) The largest number of
respondents believed that the most important cause was the desire for political
and economic benefits of influential people or insurgent leaders, followed by lack
of understanding between the government and local people. 2) Most respondents

suggested that the government and the local people should try to understand each

other and sincerely cooperate in solving the problem. Additionally, it was felt that
laws must be strictly enforced and the offenders or insurgents must be arrested and
punished. The local people must be widely given quality education. 3) When the
beliefs about the causes of the violence were compared between Thai Buddhists
and Thai Muslims, a significant difference was found. More Thai Muslims than Thai
Buddhists believed that the violence came from the unfair practice of the
government and the government officials. On the other hand, more Thai Buddhists
than Thai Muslims believed that the most important cause was the desire for
benefits by the insurgent leaders. 4) When the solutions suggested by Thai
Buddhists and those by Thai Muslims were compared, a significant difference was
found. That is, more Thai Buddhists than Thai Muslims suggested that the laws
be strictly enforced and that the offenders be punished. But more Thai Muslims
than Thai Buddhists suggested that the government let alone the local people
solve local problems. In this paper the researcher discussed causal attribution, majority
and minority groups in the society, stereotypes, prejudices, discrimination, and the
influence of social groups on a person’s belief. Some recommendations were
made for solving the violence problem in the three southern border provinces. In
the short run, it was recommended that the government change the Thai Muslims’
attitude toward government, and in the long run, emphasis should be placed on
educational development in order to form a positive attitude among the local Thai
Muslim children and youth toward the nation, making them proud of being Thai

nationals, wanting to receive formal education, to work in their communities, and not
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to use violence to solve problems. The local people should be made to feel part of
Thai society and to cooperate with the government in developing their provinces and

in bringing peace and prosperity to the area.
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