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Abstract

This article attempts to compare Western and Eastern concepts relating to
the happiness index and practice; literature reviews of religious prophets,
philosophers and thinkers reveal that at the religious level there is no differences
in the indicator, i.e., all emphasize happiness of the mind and being free from
bondage. At the philosophical level, there are some differences in terms of time
dimension, type (regarding both mental and physical happiness) and responsive
level (basic, sexual and higher leading to permanent happiness), which lead to
producing different indicators and resulting in different work motivation.

Among the indicators used by most organizations is the one constructed by the
National Social and Economic Development Office, which combines some Eastern and
Western concepts but does not cover all target groups, e.g., the elderly, the
handicapped, homosexuals, etc. Additionally, it does not cover human security from
different cultural perspectives, for example, the warm family relation in Thai culture.

Though some the lines of indicators are good measures of modern happiness
in the urban life style along Western society which emphasizes rights, liberty and political
equality, they cannot serve Thai rural community welfare. It is therefore that Thai

happiness indicators should cover various aspects along cultural lines.
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