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Abstract

The factors influencing the decision of 12" grade students to study at the
university level. The objective of this research is to study the factors leading to the
decision of 12" grade students to study further at the university level. This research
will study three different factors: population characteristics, attitudes toward education,
and self-acknowledgement. The variables affecting the population characteristics that
influence the decision to study further include age, gender, grade point average,
parents’ education level, parents’ occupation, and the family’s financial status. Attitudes
toward education include students’ attitudes toward the importance of education,
stability and progress, the people involved in making the decision, fame and
recognition, and economics and society. Self-acknowledgement includes motivation,
the belief in self-empowerment, and self-development.

From the study, the results show that female students continue to study
more than male students. This is because it is more acceptable for female
students to study at university today and there are equal opportunities for jobs for
both males and females. This gives female students the motivation to pursue
higher education at university. The results also show that students with good
grades decide to continue their studies more than students with bad grades. This
is due to the continuous educational behavior among studious students. Those
with good grades tend to be active, diligent, eager to solve problems about their
education, and are more motivated to study further at a higher level.

Students whose parents received a bachelor's degree or higher and are
working as government officials or running businesses have higher chances to
continue their studies than students whose parents received lower education and are
in other occupations. Parents influence students’ motivation, expectations, and the
decision to study at a higher level. Students with a good financial background are more
likely to continue their studies than students with an inferior financial background.
Economy determines the chance to study at university because there are expenses to
consider, such as applications, university fees, study materials, and personal spending.

Students with inferior financial status do not have equal opportunities compared to

Uovenionswasiomseaaaulodnueion 159



students whose financial status is higher.

The variables affecting the students’ viewpoints toward education that can
influence their decision to study further include their attitudes toward the importance of
education, attitudes toward stability and progress, attitudes toward people involved in
making the decision, attitudes toward fame and recognition, and attitudes toward the
economy and society. These are the control factors that act as a “push” to create
motivation, expectations, and determination among female students to achieve success

and to strive to study at a higher level in the future.
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