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Abstract

Empirical studies in social-behavioral sciences aim at studying human
individuals and human societies. The most popular measure which has been used
widely for more than 40 years, is the “Summated ratings method”. This article
pinpoints many important characteristics which have encouraged the use of this
method. However, this is not without the shortcomings which the users should try to

control. When the summated ratings method is combined with self report, which is
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called “self ratings”, it can generate rich data which can encompass phenomena in
the past as well as at present and in the future of the respondents. Comparisons
were made between self ratings method and other techniques with emphasis on
studies in child rearing from Thailand as well as studies from abroad. In addition,
this article also examines the important control technique of “social desirability” in

an attempt to improve this type of measurement.
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