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Psychosocial Correlatesof Peer-Supportive Behavior for Being
Palitically Knowledgeablein Undergraduate Students*

Pirin  Khadthipong
Master'degree holders, The Graduate School of $agid Environmental Development,
National Institute of Development Administration

Abstract

This study aimed at investigating psychological aitdational antecedents of peer-supportive
behavior for being politically knowledgeable of endgraduate students, and why. The conceptual
framework of this study was based on interactionisatel, as well as various important theories and
concepts in psychology field from Thailand and frahroad. Samples in this study were 474
undergraduate students in junior level from uniiti@sin central and northern regions. There wét2 1
male students (36.3%) and 302 females (63.7%), tvttaverage age of 21 years.

Five groups of variables were employed in this wtUeirst group was dependent variable,
namely, peer-supportive behavior for being poliicaknowledgeable. The second group was
psychological states consisting of perceived infitiam on politics, attitudinal gratefulness to sigi
and nation, and nationalism. The third group waglpslogical traits consisting of future orientation
self control, need for achievement, mental healtiiectivism, and materialism. The fourth group was
situational factors consisting of magnitude of abstience learning experience, good role modeh fro
family, and perceived social norm. The last growgs Wiosocial background of the students. Most of
guestionnaires were in the form of summated ratraje with reliability ranging from .62 to .92. @at
were analyzed in total and 4 subsamples in orderstio? hypotheses.

The important research findings are as followsstFinationalism and attitudinal gratefulness
to society and nation showed significantly positigiationship with peer-supportive behavior forrggi
politically knowledgeable. Secondly, peer-supp@tbehavior for being politically knowledgeable was
accounted 57.8%. The important predictors were gdeed information on politics, need for
achievement, nationalism, materialism, and colMészti. The highest predictive percentage was found
in science major students with 62.2%. Thirdly, ttterisk group of students reporting less peer-
supportive behavior for being politically knowleddpe were female students, and science major
students.

Discussion and implications for practice and futtgsearch study were presented.

Key words: Antecedents, peer-supportive behawpbging politically
knowledgeable, Undergraduateests, and Interactionism model

* This research article is a part of Master’s thailed “Psychosocial Correlates of Optimistic e of
Politics among University Students” (2010), Natibmastitute of Development Administration under
supervision of Associate Professor Dr. Duchduen nBhannavin, The Graduate School of Social and
Environmental Development, National Institute ofvBlpment Administration.
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i
dls inae SD 4 5 8

1. dnHULIDUING 55.96 8.9

2. MIAIVANAY 51.68 6.68

3. usagalalildugnd 52.87 6.71

4. QUAHINA 40.53 9.74

5. anyznguHey 51.72 6.51 - 406%*

6. anvazingiion 36.21 9.62 - 193%%  160%*

7. Msoudeanmans 14.13 7.00 021 011

8. MIHUIULBENNINATOUAS) 50.82 7.18 048 143%x

9. mssudUiaannanufng 51.32 6.91 173%% 107* 237%*

10. M3FV3INIAINIMITD 47.55 13.46 020 -010 248%*

11. M35V RuAINAveIIRUAY 48.63 4.94 093 207 256+

12. anbMzNATEN 71.45 7.36 -001  .145%* 167**

13, w. v ldiounaiaa 53.92 13.38 -037  .097* 220%*

HAEITIR: * p <.05, **p<.01
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