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Psychosocial Correatesof Peer Influence lmmunity
of Junior Highschool Students*

Wanlada Kanchom
Master'degree holders, The Graduate School of $acid Environmental Development,
National Institute of Development Administration

Abstract

This research was a correlational —comparativeysthedsed on Interactionism model as a
conceptual framework. Sample was 684 junior higbstdrs from 3 schools in 3 provinces. It was
comprised of 318 males (46.5%) and 366 females5¢RB. with the average age of 15 years, and
average GPA of 3.01. Stratified quota random sargplvas employed to obtain the samples. Data
were analyzed in total sample and 6 subgroupsgoared by their biosocial background. Results
from Multiple Regression Analysis revealed that pdlychological traits and states together with
situational factors with the total of 12 variablesre counted for peer influence immunity with 47.5%
in total sample. The important predictors were uofable attitude toward misbehaved peer, future
orientation and self control, mental health anceptal preaching on peer choic&urthermore, at risk
groups of students who reported less peer influémosunity were female students, and students with
high GPA. The protective predictors of peer infloenmmunity were unfavorable attitude toward
misbehaved peer, ability of avoid misbehaved pkeyre orientation and self control, need for
achievement, and mental health.

Keywords: Psychological characteristics, Situatiofectors, Peer influence immunity, Secondary
school students.

* This research article is a part of Master’s théisled “Psychosocial Correlates of Smart Peeoi€é of Junior
Highschool Students” (2010), National InstituteDafvelopment Administration under supervision of d@ate
Professor Dr. Duchduen Bhanthumnavin, The Gradbelt®ol of Social and Environmental Development,
National Institute of Development Administration.
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