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Abstract

This article aimed to present practical knowledge and lessons learmned from practicing
the rubber-based intercropping systems (RBIS), including policy implications in expanding the
RBIS areas in the future. Kaopra, Rattaphum district, Sonkhla province and Tamod, Tamod
district, Patalung province were purposively selected as the study areas. In-depth interviews of
23 key informants were conducted to collect the data. Two academic forums and one
seminar were held. The results revealed that almost of the rubber growers, in which the RBIS
was driven, still practiced the rubber monocropping system. Additionally, the RBIS was
mainly driven by the local people. Regarding practical knowledge from the RBIS practice, all
kinds of forest trees, such as Iron Wood, Champak , Eagle Wood, White Meranti and Teak were
practically suitable to be rubber-based intercrops. Whereas, fast growing trees, such as mega
neem and Mahogany were not practically suitable. Certain kinds of fruit trees, such as Durian,
Champedak, Santol, Lantern trees, including Pakria and Nitta trees were cash crops possible to
be rubber-based intercrops. The suitable number of these intercrop trees should be 30-40
trees per rai. One important lesson learmed from the RBIS practice was that fast growing trees
had negative impacts to the production of rubber. Fruit trees such as Pummelo, Longkong and
Mangosteen (in dry areas), Mango, Rambutan and Longan were unsuitable. Although the local
people had been playing an important role for the RBIS practice in the study areas, the RBIS
could be perceived much wider if it was driven by certain policy forces.

Keywords: Rubber-based Intercrops, Rubber-Based Intercropping Systems (RBIS),
Practical knowledge, Policy driven forces
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