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Conflicts between Husband and Wife in

the Noh Play, Ashikari

Abstract

Ashikari is a Noh Play which, although began with
separation of leading characters, ended with pleasure. The
story was about a couple who were parted by poverty. The
wife went to capital city to work in a nobleman’s household.
After she gained more money, she came back to hometown
to find Kusaka Saemon, her husband. She found that he lived
on cutting and selling reeds. When they met, her husband
felt embarrassed about his job so he did not show up and
hid in a hut. The wife followed him and tried talking to him
until he came out. And finally, they went to the capital
together.

This research’s objective is to study conflicts between
husband and wife and resolution to the problem in Noh Play,
Ashikari. The research found that the conflict between the
characters in the play resulted from the husband’s feeling
of inferiority due to his lower living standard. The wife solved
this by confronting the problem using her promise in the past
and poems as tools to negotiate with him to make him accept
her. Ashikari reflected that society at that time expected
men’s roles to be superior to women’s. It also showed
influence of poetry over mind to drive change in people’s

feeling and attitude.
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