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Killers or Victims?

When Crimes Give Birth to Criminals:
A Study of Killers in Hakata Tongkotsu
Ramenzu—The Light Novels Series

Abstract

This article aims at analyzing the “crimes giving birth to criminals” phenomenon in Kizaki
Chiaki’s light novels, Hakata Tongkotsu Ramenzu. This phenomenon is one of the key
messages derived from the killer protagonists of the series. The analysis is framed by Johan
Galtung’s triangle of violence and four human needs, explaining how their past shapes the
protagonists’ violent personalities. The study reveals that the characters are victims of crimes.
Driven by four human needs—survival, well-being, freedom, and identity—the protagonists
transform into killers. The implication of the study is that a violent society tends to perpetuate

violence.
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