ifoudu nouansuun
ACU=INUSANAQS WIAVNSIUUKIINENAEY

[sas:u1anuAruAmAWIdUUYUE
Tuuotienendon 1w:urds ln:ab"”

UNANED

anuthelduazlsafodulssfuiigninaueluissunssumadigg sndunaiuiu uenainienans
mAnMIazndng sz iimansduqudn 1diaunsnifeuiuaziunnuisaudulluedn
RerfuEesanuiutis muduld Tsafouazlsaszuinmineg Mussanssu maaEetsadsieg
Wurssanssuiiliifsaduniadeligsuannsadunuinisisaninauduluvesdenuluymed
\Aalsadosnegvintu widsagvieuliiufsuunanvesieuiitroussiuiymdsandug vissens
fisssoglunaziu dwsuulionetmaovesduuios weyds lased [ Lo (] fifassdtu
Tnelatey tuazylslun.e 1958 Aduiu douldld “Isaszuin” () Adnvazeinisadrelsav
LﬂuaaﬁﬂisﬂauéﬁmiumﬁﬂﬂLauaﬂimﬁuﬁfgmm'wqiué’aﬂmﬁﬁuimfwué’wﬂ'iwiaﬂﬂ%”’aﬁaaa
TuuneaAdeduiiideiingussasdiazinuninddouldld “Tsnssun” luguefiduesiussneudidy
Tuwnileneides weyds lavef edls Sntinslilsnszuin lugrusiifussdussnoudigludes Iasviou
Tudsdymdsnmdanslanadiiisouavunaniifentuuudlufauuaivegils mnnsdnm
wui Jlleuldldesdusenevdidgie “lsaseuin” lumsadenssuiunsaaveunaaiauduuye
vosnguitazasien uazaneventymidesauaanudunyed Wy anuvdeud ludsauuasdgm
msgnaviumssunsludsendgUulurisnandengn sudunmasvieuvesywdluniau udluvaeiReatu
“Tsaszun” WussduszneuddyuesiFedumsiiausUssfiuzesnumarunduiyudluuiuin iy
AuitBasnmBuieniavesed Tnsamazrhaiiouwned SwmenduwAndesrnuiuaenis (Fzth)
vosasIndsiilelos iAuazylsdadie

(] v
RlGIY
v
| o A I ' & &
ssaunssusatvvesdy, Towws Wuazyls, lsaszun, aaranuluuyee,
Anuuanste

Lunflneesillisumsuadumwilneludon ehduey oeliiuln Tnadteusiu nqumsiuu dafiuilaedrinfiuiuuiided Tu wa. 2547 wiluunanuilassen
Fourilenelnenendessunwiudn welds laved naeaviaunadny
2 unanuuiifudiuniiwesnddeises “Tindtluassamrddiu” wazlasumsaiuayuanyulalom

idoul@iu NQUAISIUUN | Duantem Krisdathanont 57



Duantem Krisdathanont
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University

Plague and Human Value
in Memushiri Kouchi’

Abstract

The topics of sickness and disease have long been presented in the literature of many nations.
In addition to academic documents and historical evidence, we can learn about illness, sickness,
disease, and pandemics prevalent in the past through literature. Not only does storytelling about
disease through literature provide readers with the opportunity to imagine the state of society
at the time that the disease was prevalent, but it also reflects the authors’ view on other social
issues that existed at that time. Like many contemporary Japanese novels, Memuchiri Kouchi [
Lo rBEL ], written by Oe Kenzaburo in 1958, presents the idea of a “plague” (%) as a key
element of the story. The author uses a plague with cholera-like symptoms in the novel in order
to present various problems in Japanese society after World War Il. In this article, the researcher
aims to study how the notion of a “plague” is used as a key element in the novel, how “plague”
as a key element of the story reflects the problems existing in postwar Japanese society, and
how it reflects the concept of human beings in the contemporary society of that time. From the
study, it is found that the author uses the key element of “plague” to deprive the main characters
of human values and to convey problems related to human values, such as social inequality and
the oppression of power in Japanese society at that time, both of which are negative reflections
of human beings. At the same time, “plague” is also used as a key element of the story to present
positive human values, such as independence and friendship. This reinforces the concept of the
duality (Hz%tE) of things, to which Oe Kenzaburo adheres.

words

contemporary Japanese literature, Oe Kenzaburo, plague, human value, duality

? This paper is part of the research project "Sickness and disease in Japanese Literature" granted by Toyota Foundation
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In the literature of pestilence,

the greatest threat isn’t the loss of human life but the loss of what makes us human

Jill Lepore® March 23, 2020
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