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Chitiphat Phumsom
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

The Masculinity Crisis of the Male Protagonist
in Convenience Store Woman by Sayaka Murata*

Abstract

Convenience Store Woman (Konbini Ningen) is a 2016 novel by Japanese author Sayaka Murata
published by Bungeishunju, Ltd. This research 1) studies the masculine image of the male protagonist
Shiraha, depicted as an exploitative hypocrite suffering from a masculinity crisis; and 2) analyzes
how Shiraha’s masculinity crisis and hypocrisy led him to play a central role in transforming the
protagonist Keiko Furukura. Convenience Store Woman differs from Murata’s previous works, in
which male characters were usually limited to secondary roles. This novel shows the image of a
superwoman that has no need to rely on males in her life; that is, the female character is depicted

as a self-reliant breadwinner without a male character, who is depicted as a parasite.

words

Sayaka Murata, masculinity crisis, male character image, Japanese contemporary

literature, Convenience Store Woman

* This article is a part of the thesis entitled “The Crisis of Male Protagonist’s Masculinity in Murata Sayaka’s Convenience Store Woman”.
This article is the revised version of the presentation at International Symposium of Japanese Studies 2022 : Harmonization on Cultural Studies and
Language Studies in 5 November 2022
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T RO EA, a2 E=D7OIZ/FEL TWDH A TY ) (Murata, 2016, p. 159)
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