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The Relationship Between Goddesses and Fire in Kojiki:
A Case Study of Izanami and Konohanasakuya-hime

Abstract

This research studied the relationship between goddesses and fire in Kojiki, focusing on
Izanami and Konohanasakuya-hime. The beliefs reflected through these relationships were
analyzed, and the results were that the relationship between Izanami and Konohanasakuya-
hime and fire differed. In the case of Izanami, fire represents destruction, insofar as engendering
the Fire God fatally burned her. This tale used the metaphor of fiery destruction to evoke
the parturition process that causes pain, suffering, and death. Fire, representing destruction
and leading to Izanami’s death, also reflected the Shinto belief that death impurity is
transmitted through fire, a concept reflected in Japanese funerals. In Kojiki, the fire of
destruction was likened to impurity caused by death, possibly to emphasize that Izanami had
no role in engendering the divine heir. However, fire for Konohanasakuya-hime represents
new life, appearing while a flame burns, symbolizing the belief in women as life-givers. The
fire representing a new life may also refer to Konohanasakuya-hime’s new life, free from the
reproach after the test of fire. This relationship reflects the belief in an unadulterated new
life after a purifying flame, linked to Japanese customs and traditions in which fire is a purifying
agent. Kojiki depicts fire in her case as new life, connected to her fresh blameless existence,
with its use as a means of purification and possibly emphasizing her untainted nature as the
bearer of heavenly offspring. Additionally, the Kojiki presents the two goddesses in a relationship
to fire of destruction and new life, possibly showing women as connected to flames in these

two aspects.
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