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Symbols, Reigns, and Gods in Zeami’s Noh Plays

Abstract

This research aims at studying the expressions concerning the symbols of the reigns,
studying the symbolic role of the plants and the role of the gods in eight of Zeami’s Noh
plays: Ukon, Oimatsu, Shiga, Takasago, Fujisan, Houjougawa, Yumiyawata, and Yourou. The
research found that the analysis of the expressions concerning the symbols of the reigns
revealed three reign styles: peaceful reigns, long reigns, and abundant reigns. The analysis of
the role of the plants revealed that the plants showed symbols of the peaceful reigns and
the long reigns. As for the analysis of the role of the gods, it was found that the prominent
role was reign protection, which was divided into five types: peaceful reigns, long reigns,
abundant reigns, prosperous reigns, and justifiable reigns. Besides reign protection, the gods

also were seen to protect the ruler and others.
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