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Kohei Nakada
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Burapha University

The Factors Affecting the Decision to Choose a
Workplace for Internship: A Case Study of Students
Majoring in Japanese at Burapha University

Abstract

This research aimed to study the factors affecting the decision-making process of Japanese
language major students, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Burapha University, to choose
the workplace for Internship which is part of the subject Preparation for Work. The sample included
80 third - fourth year students. Data were collected through questionnaire and interviews. The factors
analyzed were: 1) personal 2) economic 3) workplace and 4) social and cultural. The results of the study
found that personal factors had the highest impact on decision-making, followed by economic
factors, workplace factors, and social and cultural factors, respectively. When studying each factor,
it was found that the highest average value of personal factors was professional skill development,
followed by future career goals, physical and mental health readiness, and interest in the culture
and society of the country. Economic factors found that the average value was at a high level,
ranked from highest to lowest as follows: income or allowance from the internship workplace,
accommodation and living expenses, transport fare for working, supporting funds. Workplace factors,
found that the highest average level was safety and working environment. The high average level
was the appeal and nature of the work, welfare and benefits, employment opportunities after the
internship, reputation of the workplace. Social and cultural factors, the highest average level was safety
of the internship workplace. The high average level was opportunities to build networks, supporting

from family or friends, familiarity with the language and culture of the country, respectively.
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