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Yuphawan Sopitvutiwong
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University

The Use of Topic-Shifting Discourse Markers
by Thai Learners of Japanese

Abstract

This research aims to examine the use of discourse markers as topic-shifting strategies
employed by Thai learners of Japanese. The study is based on audio data of small-talk conversations
between Thai learners of Japanese and their Japanese friends. The findings reveal that: 1) Thai
learners of Japanese use topic-shifting discourse markers at a higher frequency than native Japanese
speakers; 2) Type a (discourse markers indicating logical relationships between preceding and
succeeding discourse, or conjunctions) and Type b (discourse markers indicating the reason for
introducing the subsequent utterance) are the discourse markers most frequently used for topic
shifting, with Type a showing particularly high usage of T% (demo), which is a popular choice
among Thai learners of Japanese for performing various conversational functions in Japanese,
whilst Type b demonstrates the greatest tendency to be used in combination with other discourse
markers, possibly because these Type B markers are short and phonologically similar to Thai,
which makes them a popular strategic choice for topic shifting; 3) However, the high frequency of
usage does not correspond proportionally to correctness and naturalness of application. Analysis
revealed that the causes of unnatural or erroneous usage stem from learners' lack of knowledge

about usage constraints or proper application contexts, as well as pragmatic transfer.
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