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Japanese Denim: From Replica to a Soft Power
Resource”

Abstract

This research article explores Japanese denim as a product born from the cultural convergence
between the West and the East, which has elevated it beyond the realm of ordinary clothing.
Grounded in Joseph Nye’s concept of soft power and employing content analysis as its primary
method, the study presents its findings in three key aspects: (1) The identity of Japanese
denim, illustrating its uniqueness through distinctive production processes; (2) Cool Japan
strategy, a state-led initiative aimed at enhancing the national economy throush soft power
resources; and (3) Denim as an export commodity, demonstrating the global popularity and
international recognition of Japanese denim. The findings indicate that Japan has developed
its own distinctive form of denim—transforming from replica to authenticity—through the
incorporation of local craftsmanship and wisdom. Japanese denim, therefore, is not merely
a fashionable garment cherished by global denim enthusiasts, but also a vital instrument of
Japan’s soft power, contributing simultaneously to the nation’s cultural appeal and economic

advancement.
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Al 1 dhegedime (§18) areidesun Iron Heart IH-777N (na19) aneidiesdne Flat Head x RJ.B DLO9FXR
(171) ABRTNUINLDNANYAIVDILTILADS
fian: nmenelaeiide

2. matindounsuviselelaws (aizome) sumidaleluwedoundululat 800 U ar fswdalnniue
Afuunsamneugnuasennsuddyvesdiu winilndounsuuuusssunitasdieliideinanldaus
TuggFeunsiazeusulungnun audiuaziinlude Awa-ai fiunandedminluefn (Awa) fudrinasw
(ai) Vj&m’mﬂﬁlﬁ]%L‘%Nﬁué;dl,wiﬂ’ﬁm’wﬂ@]ﬂ M3iiu Mt audamseu derunsyurumsaniiudaay s
nensmfieninglalug (sukumo) ¥1sdfen (aishi) szthelaluzaaaniusiy aun wagsrinanaly
nszvaumaninang Jeiensedurduniduazansendausuiiuladudduesnsaddeniidaanm
uTesAdoNsTINTARe AavuuunasBudnidoiliiniddondnasizy Japan National Tourism
Organization, 2020) %‘uémﬁﬁuwmﬂwma?jﬁa \u Pure Blue Japan, Momotaro Jeans, Japan Blue ald
wedeilunmsteufndilnedinmsvddunowduiu q ﬂ%&ﬁaaﬁmm‘dm}ﬁmwmi Wiolaasudufings
wnfih malevesBudildmadaialdnannunii widildaedifuesmuasruuanseenllandud
Aldnszurnnisdeunuusssun

i 2 snsdendasuniewmaiialelyiugaes Japan Blue
w7 Japan Blue Jeans (2023)

ad o W

snisddyAfnsthuuiulilunsnssuviundeduddiu wasifunsanmsiausssuidudedl
Ifandaust A 1957 fo A3y Axes (kurume kasur) Wuwadamsiindomdududednsuindulae
5lugor i (inoue Den) Tutsrnmssuil 18 ndmeaiumuInNLvesgeuIUUi A duilugnsiam
wedamaindeusednau inadadsdldsumaiandesenluludnvanssuuuy wu maveanaienm
wagshdnysasuuiviedend) wneel (egasur) mamesumemeidudousnniude Tanges (kogasur)
(Kurume Kasuri Association, n.d.) madiangie azedadudnuiluityg fidsienlugnannssu

wiludiiu ansliiaisendnvaluazizessnvesdud wu Adu Anszidh Judu anulaasuresvaia
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ddntuldtunmadvadudiuma siliguaanansseianldaieassdauuuvatvresmuiesds
a%wmmLawwzéfﬂﬁudﬁuéﬁﬁﬂumﬂﬁuﬂdﬂLﬁm 11U Pure Blue Japan, Studio D’artisan, Oni #setkiiie
Buddyifuaunatogna Naked & Famous Affufiltniumatinggue aves qauiutounaing e
alliiadianevesiefiaieanumenusasiunanadueulisadevedefiiondnuel suwdslvianuian

wuudmedielunavildnfawifnisdve inegnneludndnaiugdu

awil 3 (418) Fegaiiinesnemadiangue Azel (nas) Pure Blue Japan-KS-1502-013
(1) Oni Kasuri Denim 902
w1 Japan House (n.d.); Hinoya (2025); Denimio (2025)

3. nszuaumsdn BAldFumNdenanniign 1iuA 1) Sanforized Ao nszurunsTvIlsiEvnGh
wnfigaiiieliderndinsguuazsunanuiifuslnadoumdaainiiludn nszuauntsiiatulugag
N33y 1920-1930 lne wemladn woa Agtemd (Sanford L. Cluett) teudladlgpmanuivavesgnéniiidle
Foidernluudazvaiauenaldliild (Sanfor, 2025) nszuunng sanforized nanetfuuSanssuiiang
UfiRgnamnssudmednads inmsdunsruiunisiilugnisdnitenatnuasunduiuuinigilug
dwalifudfinagnasaudifanntu sunanedududriunsvangluilanmusiunavesansys lugn
dsasnsulanaiafides

2) Unsanforized pyumadlvalududiumadidaduserinfiu (raw) snlsiudduvansiuvansive
sunduluidenldinazuiuns unsanforized Fadunszuiunsuuudadnsensihinfiveiasaudiandndu
wpsussmelagliiiunszuaunsdn Gendmeuuuiidn loomstate daldefio dhitgnielunszuiunis
wAndlotlUnasAuan A %’ﬂaw%mﬁamaaaﬁamm’frﬁuaQﬁuqmmﬁﬁma:s:wnaﬂumieﬁ'ﬂ
vioutih uitefivenaduuuuiie mnufvvedlefiidslisiunnudou audusssumnivesddeudilsl
athiaue (Rivet and Hide, 2023) naneifufiianusasuiigioududsuiunnsismadiva viliusiind
fuddvieldeatu Jufendiu vunadoatu uidnszuiumstnviewitusndaiufegyilrdudusagen
fiauuananaiueenly Wy vuingunsieranamliviniy anuduvesdldwindy Jusu fMewedives
navuuMINaRsan v lrEne dudgusnsisiuinuBud unsanforized itenouaussaufoins
YoUsEIANEUdLAN

3) one-washed tHunsvuunmsiignanmindudiinaasaudluinutsnddluthiougnmaii 40 osem
walda Uszanal 10 Wil viethmstaiieliiinisvedmeyssanaaansoiluanldldias fusawvad

o w
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AT 4 FegaBudd U (418) wuu sanforized JU Momotaro x Japan Blue 0400SP (nans) unsanforized

o

U Flat Head x R.J.B D109FXR (¥31) WUU one-washed 3u Resolute 710
0 nmenglagsIe

6.2 qwsmam%mﬂmﬁmﬂmjﬂu (Cool Japan Strategy)

amzarinfumaasygRiakiuinassy 1990 yiligimunulouieussmnuumsll 4 flagtasiatu
wEwAsugiTresUssmAl NIRRT BnAS: Sl A 2003 nsenTaAsgia MeRUAYaRATINTI
(Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry: METI)"Lﬁ"%ﬁ:uﬁﬂmmﬂ%’ﬂﬁﬂmﬁmﬂqmamﬂﬁimaumﬂ U 1992
oty aun’ (Dudu leladunmdnuaiuazfiuyarlrundumguuilugnssuunananuduuy

a

Quu doandinsiasualoudiluidudiunilsme 58n11 Beyond Cool Japan fiddaylu a.d. 2012 wen

q

€ g

ol

<

SuuRTTUlY 914U (Shinzo Abe) lalssasguunsmiuguagnseansadsuug U ddmineuisnis
neransningaunedygr ddnevdnisueniguuesidunalandnlunistuedou nioudnass

e

quUsENI4913 50,000 Aueu (And Useiasgan, 2559) waglu a.a. 2015 deldueneausiuiiedunia
ntuiensindiniienuiuilessrhsiudunmaiguasonsuiietundouanuduuudiu
agslsiionu Msszuiavedlein-19 felimAnnsidsuudamdianndeittinuasnginssunisuilan
Tushumiliamsiennipudensnnaseiusuaveiing wavensdUuignnamiduguzemnsiile
auan usluBndumils gavdsnisszun anudaudanmanadies aruituas uasasugia vivgetuegradu
Unngnsal thldgnsldensuserinysemsiuegiasnsuiade-ainsu Sasiea-Uadlal ansye-dasiea-
vy vidoasaTmNIAsEwIvansge-u fddyfernufedealuodony fuenitlunzaiulfuay
Fosuauliviu dwansznuseduseamanidoslaile et Fuddlsmumugnsmaniifnileiamdu
New Cool Japan Taenndesiunainnsiasuniadlaeissiiudidny liun 1. ahssuuinafionisamu
soihuining GuildnnsaniesihidesenamumeluUssma lnsiansAuinms Usza wagnsiodi
faeaunsnarundsnuudiu 2. ahaefetsunuadudiu Uapan fans) iaiansendnmnefifteats
guununduiialan Snvidienem iy maussmEnsdvsnassduuiundusuieiu Ssezdunadise
Flwhananiiaaunsalssrinssamadulussnnaliviueu way 3. wulalundoufudadeasse
wagfTluaw e 9 31NUINR ﬂﬁu’tﬁmmﬁwﬁmﬁ’umsmLﬂ%ﬁ,mmm'quﬁa uazduRTUNIALAR

'
=

asassAniideinusssuwazaiengUu (Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters, 2024)
nsasIAseTIEMIBLEURIINTSNEINsTNANIDeS tnsanizennaiilunagnsinives

s + K = v o a6’k & o ol qa & @ vw ' a A a
gnsenaninnduudlu dupuimadvadudnitudnnguiiTuediull wiuldan nnsduatulledaie
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Tugusunawionfieaiilimawana Tnslamenisaidlaiusiudaniv fsusmussnduanedaluiudi
DnvyaaiagudsmBud (landmark) edusmazmnuitivieaivs Tiefulszanduiudliledug iy
fisdnuntulugiusdiosuisiud iwu visnaali JR West Ussndiiussovilenans jeans bus iy
SAuariisiusidud aaenrunmniauerusensiniadluguwuusing o (Keet, 2011, pp. 50-51)
nanlein wndududunidslugnsmansamndsuuud il msianndeswisBudiidmne fioduady
mavieadivaasduguinansianniaduiiqunm Wewanduduiilifionhaeldidsema uids
deerniouuazanududgudndg

6.3 wiulugruzduddioaninusssy

HamBudioaesarmaludUutamessy 1970-1980 iulladosdrduuiaungaavnssini
Fausduthdulaneth lngofyaIRnIN3INaNTT ﬂﬁsmuﬁuqﬁﬂ@mﬁg&Lamaqmmaqﬁu’mﬁwaﬁmm
fourh reliAnBuddiu Made in Japan fifauiusinunntu ussmBredossiiadsdodedusyaulan
58771 Osakab Usenaunie Studio D’ Artisan (1979), Denime (1988), Evisu (1991), Fullcount (1994) uag
Warehouse (1995) saufidviadagayniineena Big John wag Edwin fiszaumudialunanasalszimea
Wity dukeusiiy induddunaeduduidseeniiassarlites Wudednitnageninvowman
shlufusvaneiuumaufimiiunium ndnlFduauwiideniiaeeuenshunansmsueiu
fldarulfussuresiunuuazauss Seduliaunsousiiludnuneildud

200,000,000.00
150,000,000.00
100,000,000.00

50,000,000.00

0.00

2021
2022
2023
2024

— e idsRENAT e e yadidsRen NG (faandy)

uWugiifl 1 yadsoonaduuaznianaduddurasd 2000-2024
vanewn: (1) wiufifananing 5209.42-000 Tumnediifihedosas 85 11nndn 200 nfusemsauns
(2) mansBudiiinaaning 6203.42 lumansgnedineainiie
fian: Ministry of Finance Japan (2025)

PNUNUHIN 1 F3MeRT58 2000 PUuiimsdseaninaiiluszdu 100 Suwivyansy lnegaan

U
= @

Fou 170 Erumdsganizlu a.a 2007 uiieingraudedulnsivesanszs anannduinganisdulan
Tu a.a. 2008 dwansznuidugnlesiesiadudgiuiideiduauimiidonsags daeglunguaudvuios
fifuslnnanfdstoandudduun tnsameglauiidugnénddy Snivingamstudnadamalvien
Fuvesansy wazglsUseuraadofiouiuafueu Suhliaduduuidsisemganitaduinlogudn
Baflsnngatulusn viliyadnisdsoanuesdiuduansiaadon q daud A 2008-2012 nmiziATwsha
fiflusnssiungadsuadenginssuesiuslaaiivulumBudsaigninntu sufmadulaveunduuuy
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siflud sudutanaideriuiivansussmalidannananindugeiuesseiesaunaeifuduan
selygjsedulan fufiuldnndnduvesaiudulunainlaninniigalu a.a. 2006 Ao fevaz 5.94 usly
A.A. 2022 wideifinsdonay 2.62 esmnnaiulnturesUssmelkamaeTe Wy Uniiantu Suide nai Tng
awymsfiniunvesduluguglsrundeduadulan nnduiidndndosas 11.1 Tu A 2000 iGusudy
apssesnansye Wutuduferay 23.9 dnmadulssmeddsoonduadususunilmwedanlu a.a. 2024
(Simoes & Hidalgo, 2024) Fathy Lﬁammé}'mmiLfﬂfmLwﬁumaamaw‘iﬂﬁﬂwammﬁmj‘t!uﬂ%’mﬂésJu
LmeamsﬁwLﬁuﬁqsﬁfﬂmﬂumammuﬁﬁﬁa (made to orden) 1ntu Wiuldan Favadnfiasroud
madulsluseiudeuiisail 55 Sumiegyanizndagelaia-19
mmzﬁﬂizmmliﬁ%%']ﬁﬁmﬁmmgﬁﬁuumﬁqﬂuﬂm A.71. 2020-2024 (Ministry of Finance Japan,
2025) ansnsauvsléifu 2 ngu A 1) Ussmeiidugruepamnssudmevestan laun Ju tananina Beosuny
fue Wingln fsi waslusana dulvgilunsihdilundaluguuuuiudnawdn (Original Equipment
Manufacturer: OEM) Tneviodnywfisng o endeanuldiviovanausidasnioudiou 2) Useneafidu
fagrumanamaiesusinmenunmguazdulaaseluy 1Hun andgn 8ond dfuma wasinvdld e
thinduduuludnduduiuiimeiomatiugemeinduimonnlsamudiu uenani desnsiitiagiu
Waguunumangumskandmeluganmssy 1990 induguinasnisesnuuuiaznszaeaudfidy
siidlufidudduoansieiiaduduu uandidufnumanaisvonguUssmagilunadiud
§ﬂ‘1713«,munvﬁ‘17‘i 1 &TﬁLLamﬂﬁLﬁuﬁdmﬁLaﬂma&m@iaLﬁawaq;ﬂamédaaﬂmqLmﬁuézﬂﬁuﬁuﬁgmsi
A.fl. 2000 wiaglasunansenunmsssuIavedlain-19 yilvigarilu A.a. 2020 gefaundeuseuna
22.7 &ruwidbyansy uivdigansssuaiuiiednenni ilvseansdseenifiutuegereido st
A, 2021 wazgedtanlu e, 2024 fisedu 57.6 AnunFeyansy azﬁauﬁammﬁw’luﬁuézﬁﬁuﬁLﬁmﬁu

Y 9
°

agsiitudAy
YaurvayaUsemAdIiINIunBudNguuIINanyie A.A. 2020-2024 (Ministry of Finance

v
]

Japan, 2025) @unsauuslanal 1) nguusemeeglsuneiuanfidimasdeuaziugudnatdlanundu lown

N ed

W3aiee 803 Sanqu uasteesudl 2) andg uazuauen frandudifanuvadvalududiumaiififoad
LazAAM 3) JrunsHandmenaziisammsuslanaudurduaiesusnieandiugs WA u inuald
wagléiviu 4) dosns Aduisuslnauasaunszanedud war 5) ne lugrusnanaurdulmififenuion
Tuedosussmeodudunuiu aeandesiu Keet (2011) uag Ward (2025) fiesin ﬂfu&?’m@iﬁﬁﬁuﬁﬁumﬁw
wiluuiiugumfeuowues Buddiuinaeduiresnesiesdounduseulan uansiniseensu
fud Japan made filudesasnmuamuazanuduBudlugaunfivesieioududuaslanuaunisy

7. dUuazanusnena
TuRusansss Wiunases

'
i [

Yundsasasulanasafians Adansiau veimusssueLsiud

v 9 Y

auduogwrieiiles YanssnBuddundduddeudiusnaunndusey LLﬂz?jaLﬂi@gﬁﬁ]zﬁ{jwﬁdmmﬁu
AnufosnsBudfinntumulude dwsBudowituliifismedemnudosnisvesmaianiglulszina
Bnsoly FadugaEusunsiannfuddiu nslutiusnumaimieududiumaiienaunuaudif
ety deunfinsiauluuvatiuresmuesisnsuaumaugitygsaiuianaiangiuy azed
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wazmsdouauuuulelmy guuldinanmaiiniougmadusiusiisuluuvaiiveesmuies uenani
yhunasnszualanATmiasnsdad Budiusn$uananiss liusudeunidunsudsludnuugdud
ANty wigUuBudiumadinadiBintuadldsunssonsuanusseugontudindugudnang
wamadiuazBudiumalan Jadeiinlvdudumaddudsadanuaulunssuauntuiiagu fe mmumadva
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Tuudueing q Aunsanduuddndie iWudunagednnnesnguatnatudeensuegaliiideds Ny

Budngaulumeisossuaznunmdaduduidweniivisasisseliunddudnmmils aenadaaiy

o

nqUsrasdveaiguiadiulunsuomnuuimadmiienseduiasugisvesUssime
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Taey el uaziny L‘fJuéfunuLﬁmﬁ'am’1iaﬁﬂmm'aaaﬂﬂy’ﬁmqﬁmmwgﬁaLLazmime thlugnisssu
gnsmansmudauudiulu A 2012 egulsfinnu msszuinvedlaie-19 Iduasugivimivedlan
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aounsainawAsuilas diulosenmeenimneslinhiuiadminensussnaustlon ndnfe
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nMaveafignazuduedosudimeoduniunumlugiugninensudn vugidmunaUsslovianud
wuudiulndlaifemevausuairsughaminty uAfas e siasumdannusiun ez syeindaiu
aruvhmelpsamznisimiunlugugamsiunaresiu
wiudguignussanuiniugnsmansanussiuuduulmilulaeuiens wiitlussdumsnisas
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