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Abstract

This research article examines alienation as reflected through the character of the “bear” in
(The God of Bears) by Hiromi Kawakami, a work of magical realism. This qualitative study
analyzes the content of the short story within the context of Japanese society and culture
by drawing on related research and relevant sources of information, and presents the findings
through descriptive analysis. The study found that Kawakami presents the idea of accepting
cultural diversity and the coexistence of different groups of people through the character of
the “bear,” who serves as a representation of alienation and the adaptation of minorities in
Japan, such as foreigners, the older generation, and marginalized people. The story reflects
generational gaps within Japanese society, where different groups adhere to different traditions
and values. These themes are conveyed through the bear’s consideration for others (omoiyari),
the narrator’s desire for dependence and indulgence (amae), respect for nature, and beliefs

concerning animal spirits found in the Ainu iomante ritual.
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