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An Analysis of Japanese Four-Character Idiomatic
Compounds (Yojijukugo) Containing Animal Terms
from the Perspective of Sustainable Development’

Abstract

This research article aims to 1) analyze the relationship between Japanese four-character
idiomatic compounds (Yojijukugo) containing animal terms and the principles of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), and 2) examine the significance of Yojijukugo containing animal
terms in providing lessons and challenges for advancing the SDGs. Using qualitative research
methodology, the data consisted of 720 Yojijukugo containing animal terms, analyzed using
a three-level analysis framework, and categorized according to the five dimensions of
development (5Ps): People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace, and Partnership. The research findings
revealed that 1) Yojijukugo have a deep relationship to the principles of SDGs, with the People
dimension having the highest frequency (36.81%), followed by the Prosperity dimension
(22.22%). The Peace and Planet dimensions have similar frequencies, while the Partnership
dimension has the lowest frequency (9.72%)., and 2) Yojijukugo containing animal terms were
more significant as providers of 'lessons' (55.56%) than as 'challenges' (44.44%) in driving the
SDGs, demonstrating that Japanese wisdom is fundamentally rooted in teachings that promote
goodness and sustainability. In the People dimension, the Yojijukugo served as lessons in
self-development and education to a high degree (25.69%). Conversely, in the dimensions of
Peace and the Planet, the Yojijukugo serve more to reflect the "challenges" or dark side of

society and human behavior than to provide direct positive lessons.
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