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The Relationship between Human Beings and
Bulls on Tokunoshima Island”

Abstract

Recently, there has developed a
considerable interest in the relationships
between human beings and animals in terms
of their complexity and variety. Animals have
significance not only in business but in
cultural dimensions also. The bullfighting
tradition of Tokunoshima Island is a good
example of the use of animals to transfer
desirable cultural meanings. The fighting bull
itself has significant value for its owner-a
strong bull with a high profile in competitions
will provide cultural value by acting as a
status symbol for its owner. Strength in
competitions equally means a good selling
price for the bull. Conversely, a weak bull has
less status and lower value in both the fields
of culture and commerce. Hence, it can be
illustrated that there is a direct correlation
between a fighting bull’s cultural value and
its selling price. In Tokunoshima Island not
only bulls are raised. So-called “productive
cows”, adult female cows that are large and

are kept on farms for producing offspring, are

raised as well. The “productive cow” is raised
only for the sake of “livestock” since it has no
special bonds between the owner and the
cow. In respect to the gender of this kind of
animal, it is obvious that a bull is more
culturally appreciated and will get a higher
selling price than a cow, since a bull can be
raised to be both a strong fighting bull and a
high-cost meat bull. On the other hand, when
a cow gets older and becomes useless, it will
be sold at a very low price and finally be

killed in a slaughterhouse.

words

Tokunoshima Island, fighting
bull, productive cow, cultural

value, commercial value
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