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The Usage of Figurative Expression in

Abstract

Tosanikki is the first Japanese diary
literary works written in 936 A.D. during Heian
period by Ki no Tsurayuki. The author
describes scenery and events occurred during
the sea trip from Tosa to his hometown, the
capital Kyoto. Ki no Tsurayuki was a famous
Japanese poet in Heian Period. There are 57
Japanese poems in Tosanikki. Many rhetorical
techniques are used in this travel diary
especially usage of figurative expression in
which some started being used in Ki no
Tsurayuki’s period. This article aims to study
about the techniques of using figurative
expression in Tosanikki by classifying
them into 3 types : simile, mitate and
personification. From this study, it is found
that these techniques often appear both
in prose and verse in Tosanikki and most of

them comprise contents relating to sea or

* Assistant Professor Dr. Attaya Suwanrada, Address : Japanese
Section, Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University, Phayathai Road, Bangkok 10330, e-mail :
attaya_s@hotmail.com

Tosanikki

river that help accentuate the ambiance of
the sea trip which is the theme of this travel
diary. In addition, they help create image in
reader’s mind and also help express the

author’s thought and emotion.

words

Japanese literature, Tosanikki, Ki no

Tsurayuki, figurative expression
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