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Wavering Stability? :

Past and Present Values of the Japanese

Abstract

The article “Wavering Stability? : Past
and Present Values of the Japanese” is a
study concerning values that were reflected
from Japanese proverbs and expressions. The
researcher compared such values with
information about the Japanese nowadays to
find if the values still persist or had already
transformed. The researcher studied 1,137
Japanese proverbs and expressions and
collected information about values of the
Japanese from news of Yomiuri, Mainichi and
NHK websites from March 2010 to April 2011.
It was found that the most prominent values
reflected from Japanese proverbs and
expressions were those regarding
cautiousness, transiency, making every effort
to reach one’s goal after deciding to do
something, and the significance of small and
seemingly unimportant people/objects. After

comparing the values that were reflected

? Baranee Boonsong, Ph.D. Department of Languages and Folklore,
Faculty of Humanities, Naresuan University, Phitsanulok. e-mail:
baraneeb@hotmail.com
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from proverbs and from newspapers, the
result showed that all 4 prominent values still
persisted but at the same time there were
some changes that hinted at the possibility of

more significant changes in the future.

words

proverbs, Japanese, values
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