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The Role of Animals in Japanese Poems in

Hyakunin'isshu

Abstract

Hyakunin’isshu is a classical Japanese anthology
edited in 1235 by Fujiwara no Sadaie, usually called as
Teika. Teika selected one hundred Japanese poems com-
posed by one hundred famous poets, one poem each.
These poets were alive between the 7" -13" century.
Hyakunin’isshu is admired to be a fundamental textbook
for composing Japanese Tanka and is also well-known
since the poems in Hyakunin’isshu appear on Japanese
cards, Karuta.

Many kinds of animals appear in Hyakunin’isshu.
This article aims to study the role of animals in Hyakunin’is-
shu especially using animal to express emotion or feelings.
The research finds that animals in Hyakunin’isshu are used
to express many things such as the poets’ emotion, old
tales and also help accentuate image in figurative expres-
sion. Furthermore, voice of animals in Hyakunin’isshu helps

to express sadness or loneliness of the poets.

* Associate Professor Dr.Attaya Suwanrada , Address : Japanese Section,
Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University,
Phayathai Road, Bangkok 10330, e-mail : attaya_s@hotmail.com
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