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The Leadership’s Perception towards Thai
Women during World War Il under the
Influence of the Japanese Military Regime

Abstract

This study examines Field Marshal Plaek Phibul-
songkram administration’s perception towards Thai women
during World War Il (1938-44), at which time the influence
of the Japanese army was an important element to deter-
mining Thailand’s state policies.

Under the nationalistic regime, the government
spawned a number of activities involving women, such as
the establishment of a military company comprising wom-
en soldiers in its entirety, the recognition of the Mother’s
Day and Female Civil Servants Memorial Day. This study
investigates the relationship between the Japanese mil-
itary control over Thailand during World War Il and the
administration’s underlying reasons behind the promotion
of women activities as well as the formation of policies
towards these women under such circumstance.

Investigating official documents, Thai local news-
papers and magazines, this study found that the admin-
istration was deeply concerned about the increased Jap-
anese influence, thereby an increased number of foreign
men in the country, that could have threatened Thailand’s
cultural independence and the purity of Thai race. Women
activities during this period, therefore, were designed to
reinforce the role of women as a wife and a mother. The

typical role model of a Thai woman that the state desired

jsn Journal Vol.2 No.1

was “a wife to a Thai man who
gives birth to a baby with pure
Thai blood”. The state also as-
signed the image of bad women
to those married to foreigners, and
labeled them as unpatriotic and

mercenary.

words

Thai woman World War I
Nationalism Japanese
Army Field Marshal
Plaek Pibulsongkram
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