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The hierarchy of Ancient Lanna in the Chiang
Mai-Lumphun Basin during 19-22 B.C.E.
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Abstract

The hierarchy of a settlement unit is a social phenomenon
that demonstrates relationships among social classes as well
as administrative and economic relations. Many ethnic com-
munities in Southeast Asia divide land and people by the political
structures that affect economic and livelihood patterns. In ancient
Lanna societies, mountains and intermountain valleys were
natural features that determined settlements and lifestyles from
prehistoric time until the Lanna period. Classification of physi-
cal characteristics and weighting scores of ancient settlements
indicated a possible hierarchy of Lanna communities. Physical
differences of cities, compared with historical data, were classi-
fied into four hierarchical orders.

Keywords: Hierarchy, Settlement, Ancient Lanna com-

munities, Central Places Theory, Archaeology of Lanna, Chiang
Mai-Lamphun Area
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Shape_ | No_ Km2_ | Dist_ Locate
code moat value order value

1 ReN 6 3 16 4 4 33 2.06
e luyd

2 Reagau | 3 3 8 4 4 22 1.38
ARAN

3 e 3 6 12 4 2 27 1.69
LRARL

4 Reanu |3 3 12 4 4 26 1.63
N

5 Peedu |3 6 8 4 4 25 1.56
RRGR

6 Peanly | 3 3 12 4 4 26 1.63

7 ReN 3 6 4 4 4 21 1.31
N

8 Peavin | 3 6 8 4 4 25 1.56
nlu

9 Peaun | 3 3 8 4 4 22 1.38
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2 | & Az Total

= g ANAZLLLUINLN ota Score

= £

g |

=

4

ES

Shape_ | No_ Km2_ | Dist_ Locate
code moat value order value

10 | Red 9 6 12 8 4 39 2.44
T e19m19

11 | @aedu |3 3 8 8 4 26 1.63
11

12 | Red 3 6 4 8 4 25 1.56
SiIeIN

13 | 1Reeune |3 6 8 8 2 27 1.69

14 | Red 9 9 12 8 4 42 2.63
b

15 | Aes 3 3 4 8 4 22 1.38
dau
NN

16 | Pesee |9 6 16 12 4 47 2.94

17 | Aes 3 3 8 12 2 28 175
anls

18 |waath |6 6 12 12 4 40 2.50
990

19 | e 3 6 8 12 2 31 1.94
Haaan

20 |dAme |3 3 4 12 4 26 1.63
Hautlu
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Shape_ | No_ Km2_ | Dist_ Locate
code moat value order value

21 e 3 6 8 12 2 31 1.94
NINE

22 | Aeedu |6 3 8 12 4 33 2.06
Fivdg

23 | @eaud |9 6 12 12 4 43 2.69
FUNAN

24 | @e 3 3 4 12 4 26 1.63
Uung

25 | e 9 6 12 16 2 45 2.81
UEAN

26 | WRaeluy |3 6 4 16 2 31 1.94
NN
LR

27 | Aeadae | 6 3 16 16 2 43 2.69
PN

28 | Beazen | 3 6 8 8 4 29 1.81

29 | Aeg 6 6 8 16 4 40 2.50
SRR

30 | @A |3 3 12 4 4 26 1.63
neylae

31 ReN 3 3 4 8 4 22 1.38
WA

32 |Awd |3 6 8 12 4 33 2.06
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515197891029 (Shape_code)

AN W Ay 3

A1UIUANIAUAU (No_moat)

AN W WAy 3

AUIANUN (Km2_value)

AN W NNy 4

SLUETNINAINI LTI UN (Dist_order)

AN W Wiy 4

ANBULNAY (Locate value)

AN W Winny 2



