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ABSTRACT

This article traces the historical development of rubber
plantations from the colonial time to the postcolonial Mekong era.
It argues that the rise of rubber industry during the French admin-
istration was made possible by the system of colonial capitalism.
However, current rubber expansion in southern Laos has been
operating through the logic of frontier capitalism. For modern Lao
state, rubber has become a magic plant that represents both art of
government and tool of development believed to bring the country
and its people out of poverty. Large-scale rubber plantations in
Southern Laos have been made possible by the close tie between
frontier states and transnational investors from Vietnam, and the
weak regulating mechanism by the central state. Massive loss
of land, involuntary de-peasantization, and vulnerable livelihood
have thus characterized the contemporary political economy of
Lao frontier.

Keywords: Colonial capitalism, frontier capitalism, rubber
plantations
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