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Abstract

This article is an attempt to demonstrate that the transformation
of Muslim Yunnanese identity in Thai society is a process of
dialogical interaction between self perceived notion of identities and
sociopolitical contexts, constantly negotiated in each politico-
economic setting. This dialog is a prolonged conversation continually
revived and altered during the course of shifted in discursive power.
Thus, Muslim Yunnanese identity is not fixed but shifting as
individuals move across various borders, and these identities are
formed in relation to others across the eld of social and political
interactions. The paper also addresses some transnational activities
between their homeland in Yunnan, China, and their host
community in northern Thailand. These activities include religious,
economic, and educational interactions. This articles argues that
these interactions constitute one of the greatest challenges facing
the constructing new identities of second-generation Muslim
Yunnanese in northern Thailand. They have to explore a variety of
identities, and reconcile the tensions between the role of local
tradition (adat) and the normative standards of Middle Eastern
Islam that have become enshrined as the purest form of the faith,

as well as Islamic practices in the Chinese tradition.

Keywords: Muslim Yunnanese, Identity, Dialogical Interaction,

Transnationalism
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