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Abstract

This paper discusses cutural formation of modern Dai music,
focusing particularly on the formation of one pop band by the name
‘Saeng Tai Lue’ and its stories. Cultural formation of the ‘New
Music of Banna’ shows a process of transnational mobilities, both of
moving bodies (regional travellers, traders, and cross-border
monks), and cultural media (radio, audio cassettes, CDs and VCDs
of music and Ims) which play a crucial role in the cultural revival
process of the Dai nationality minority (the Lue of Sipsong Panna)
in modern China. The band stories reect how, on the one hand,
these mobilities have emerged in response to changing state
policies on border regulations. On the other hand, they also reect
on how these mobilities have ironically challenged the ways the
Chinese state exercise power on its Dai nationality minority citizens.
Moreover, the formation of the band and its stories that within the
changing contexts of national and regional development, there are
spaces whereby minority citizens can tactically mobilise themselves
to survive, develop, and even enhance their local cultures and

societies.

Keywords: Lue, Mobility, Transportation of Culture, Regional

Development, Upper Mekong region
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