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Abstract

In this article, we focus our attention on the trajectory of a methodological
paradigm in Thai studies, which is exemplied through illustrious career achieve-
ment of Prof. Charles Keyes. Following Thomas Kuhn (1962), we show how a
scholar has woven his professional progress and self-identities under a conscious
paradigm or scholarly tradition. We trace Keyes’ methodological paradigm through
a careful reading of his major publications since early 1960s as a young American
anthropologist, who began his life-time mission to “interpret” mainland Southeast
Asian peoples and their diverse cultures. We argue that Keyes has subscribed
himself to the methods set forth by his mentor, Prof. Lauriston Sharp, and the
Cornell University Southeast Asia Program. Over the past four decades, a scholarly
trajectory ‘from Sharp to Keyes’ has become one of most noted methodological
paradigms, which emphasizes humanistic values, the fault lines of history, cultural
interpretations of global processes of modernization and their resultant fragmenta-

tion among indigenous peoples.

We further argue that Keyes’ methodological paradigm is primarily designed
to capture, understand, and interpret cultural change and persistence, especially
from points of view of the actors/insiders. Its strength is to provide powerful
accounts to comprehend cultural diversities and multiple impacts of moderniza-
tion forces through fragmentation and crises of human experience. It works ef-
fectively to offset some of the theoretical imitations of evolutionist, functionalist
or structuralist paradigms. Keyes has successfully built a paradigmatic mode of
cultural interpretation in Thai studies. His methodological paradigm is empirically
grounded, contextually historicized, theoretically engaged, but functions effectively
as a conceptual tool to bridge the scholarly gaps of anthropological interpretations
of mainland Southeast Asia as practiced inside and outside the region. However, as

it has grown out of the fertile soils of post-W.W. Il American anthropological tradi-
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tion, the “Sharp-to-Keyes” methodological connection contains some limitations.
Apparently, it is less effective as a mode of cultural critique and as a practical
model to intervene or determine cultural change or persistence. Therefore, this
article is not only a review of past scholarship, but contains suggestions for future

methodological directions that can be developed out of the Keyes’ paradigm.

Keywords: Charles F. Keyes, Lauriston Sharp, methodological paradigm, Thai

studies, mainland Southeast Asia
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4 (Keyes 1977: 1)

*JapanuilaeaninanispanuAnseudng ief enansdanedilauiaauedlian
“LOLLBFNBIUIN mmm‘?mﬁ’mm’hLﬁmfmﬂm@ﬁmgwﬂﬁmﬂwmﬂﬁuimLL@z
NIINTLNNVBIANLN... ARINIATIYANIUEINIAINNITLIUNINGARUAINNITATALN
2RINENAR (disenchantment) H1uNgzLaunIeN9vin LT wwmATUNA (rationalization)
WIaNIzUIUNIINNNNETTaYayn (intellectualization)” (Keyes 2002: 236)
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Tudluetsannanmsaunuuaniasuiuenansdidds ideaseiiveaesFaunim
Inadasfuinuninandurefiuadiausaninmnpgunaissudasnanla fuly
1 2505 iqu%\iﬂﬁi‘@uwuﬂLLﬂﬂLﬂaﬂuﬂﬁﬂuﬁsLL@‘?J“ﬁﬂﬁmﬁuv}’]ﬁ‘mﬂ’]i@ﬂ%‘mﬂﬁme

AABARTNTNURIYINY (Keyes 2000: 8)
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® wanisneanazudanlaay lidesnadeiaidaanisseananaesanansdafilaanas
InfAssiuunAnvesiliaa 9ing %aﬂa’mglﬁtﬁﬂummﬁwmﬂ%u 11U Archeology
of Knowledge (1972), Discipline & Punish (1977), Power & Knowledge (1980) anansel
WinsisiuAngn seausnaesilsedRmans (ruptures of histories) AavAnma i aand

unumdrdnylunisinasndiladsngnisaidaausinge duiunaduiiesnann
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nazuaunailasuuladlilgaanuiuade GeanansdaadiFands “IngAnisnizes
87U12” (Keyes et al. 1994b) WFa “AngAnIT0i109ANTIUANE" (Tanabe and Keyes
2002) Twanusfinsigniniflesinglundqsss 1970 waz 1980 TWaaudAtyrau
freunduuuinisAnsuuunnfndaduaziAsegAranfniniles nanieneadingg
nezuawiAiRadnen “ananfuliisaned” ldanesngiuuuanisiinssidennuuy
LR D U RIS wanidednszuaiddFananailaessuiuldedng
asfonuuuINsAnEuULUAslAseaFelionuasndvinaeonlunaossuilaqiii

*wanu Ay ARINa1tTedaRuIWeuALLATT (Skinner and Kirsch 1975: 24) lun1s
U =® o caaa s I ‘SJ o ' % v @ =S o
nanalenszUawiAREIng1resenasdnfl dadugldnwniasvienliviuiegatiu
waZALUNIRII Tl NI suN Y ne1islunipauinuazlanitinng gqu

e e dee o v -
ansalsanatadunfanduluwanssilyyrauuazinfanssunisdsanlulszmalng
41 “nesatneun wivinedeldinen” Fananiesn@edalinunaInd N aeng L
#A97 “think globally, act locally”

" P31 Fm lAANTNUWY (2546) WlauenansAnwdslszdRmansldetnaziaen
Tunsidenlennisdesiiasiugauiunisdesss AU AN ULTIANENIT AN N
21197 (4.4 Aud1Anyresn1rdanludanauLasudisspsnlanaienaes

®AuTne AN9I8UNIUY (Somchai Phatharathananunth 2006) laaLATIZiUNUIMANATY
7a91u7un1 s AN ludunianiswmundszanidlne lna ldns i A nwngsdn
WNHATNIINEEHDLNIADANU (ANEID.)

*luapsnganngunuieetansdidfaasiuil 1 nangiau 2506 a1a1sdAradiant
A AsinTewaesiianunsninisisunasunfesgnaunaudaanistsngsia
vesnasmsalelumsdeusuiiumansanuuasfeadalurniziu vinudeudn «in
N meanguepuiedulaeiulsaiiesdnluauin LAUREINITILAILAY
Nudesiinire unaudeusdniuanmetnafiianiie usnanian [@1ansdanad
waznsIen] nAUAnewTeEiuNIAsauialasasiuaaaInInEeg(ll” (Keyes
2000: 17)
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“9-1 o [ 4&“ =2 ‘SI £ ‘ﬂl 22 U
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ARAE (Email Personal Communication from Charles Keyes to Pattana Kitiarsa), May

22, 2007.
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