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Abstract

Education and language are the main social phenomena interested Professor
Charles F. Keyes, since both education and language are parts of technologies of
power on leading Thailand, as a modern nation-state, to modernity. Also those
become prominent mechanisms to gradually integrate people of diversied ethnic
backgrounds throughout the country to become Thai. In this article, | examine
two of Keyes’ main publications relevant to both issues, then summarize his
main ideas, ndings and recommendations. In addition, | give my personal opinion
toward his works. On reading his two articles, it is my argument that his work
on education was inuenced by the concept of invention of tradition, by using the
interpretive anthropology approach to conceptualize the article. For his article on
language, it is the political anthropology approach that he adopted to study the
power of state on constructing and expanding the central Thai to be standard
Thai. On the other hand, he examines the power and roles of other languages
in contemporary Thailand. According to Keyes, compulsory school and Buddhism
are the two main mechanisms lead to the accomplishment of national ideology

and standard Thai throughout the country.

Keywords: Education, language, culture, nation-state
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