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Abstract

Lifelong learning for older people from ethnic minorities in highland is
ignored by research and policy on lifelong learning for elderly in Thai context.
This study is a qualitative research and collects data by interviewing Karen older
people, in Mae Wang district, Chiang Mai province, both women and men, aged
from 60 — 85 years, and focus group discussion. This study aims at exploring the
meaning and guidelines of lifelong learning for Karen elderly by taking their
perspective and experience into account and considering gender and ethnicity
perspectives. The research findings reveal that the meaning of lifelong learning of
Karen elderly is focused on collective learning for all sexes and ages with the goals
for restoring, transferring and conserving Karen knowledge, which might create
their collective ethnic identity. Moreover, the guidelines of lifelong learning link with
a cultural concept of learning center of Karen people, mentioned in the traditional
poems, which is related to the cultural context and ways of life of Karen elder
people. In so doing, lifelong learning might become a condition for promoting the
elders’ roles and creating social space of the elders by constructing the meaning

of ethnic identity and older people’s identity.
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FaflannumansasaunquAanTsufng g Aggeangdnlufidouson soudfeRanssy
NLATHFNAUALEIAY n3Fsufpaondiniannanisuagladidunianig uaz
nrguazlhuudig g AaunsFeuinaeniinduiuasdlsznaumilnainis
ﬁﬂﬂmﬂ?ﬂﬂ‘ﬁﬁﬁumé{qmﬁﬂ (Dommaraju and Wong 2021) "umzﬁ' Leng Leng Thang,
Emily Lim wag Sophie Li-Shan Tan (2018) TeuéaannsGeuinaaniasn ulailunes
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N7FHUIRABATIR (ifelong learning) sl AT mmuna uan Aausga
waanAares 1960s lunFundsanglsl uindsanniianniweglsldlsgnall
7 7..1996 ThiTlwiams Souinaandinasyidteilsl uaziusilanamansss 1990s
duiuldnsFouinaendiananafudiunisaesg Ivmilnddunisine
199031y lsd aluviaddnAaanisFouinaendaniaondiAnyieulaunaway
naUjriReessgunanaetlszimaialan i esesiudianiianisGeaud (earming
society) Lmzﬂﬁﬂvﬂﬁﬂummgﬁ@meqwﬂmzﬁuim (global knowledge
economy) (Burke and Jackson 2007, 10-11)
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U9AFaAunaN) NN9EHUIAADATIALANFAINAINNITANEIAABATIR (ifelong
education) 3.8y sluiriisiannen naasuanuuaRtiauuumMsAnENAaaaTIn
siflunsFouineendan ilunnasuaaiiuainnsansuuuiiunnanisang
naFauii dnainuatssiluuy sanfenisiFeuiuansrunlsaieu (non-formal
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