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Abstract

This article aims to examine the situation of stateless older persons in
Thailand, a population group that has been largely overlooked by state policies and
the social welfare system. It focuses on analyzing the structural vulnerabilities faced
by this group—particularly in relation to their right to healthcare, access to public
services, and absence from the civil registration system—all of which significantly
affect their livelihoods and quality of life, especially in old age. The analysis is
grounded in the theoretical framework of structural violence, which highlights
how institutional arrangements and legal frameworks systematically marginalize
individuals and obstruct their ability to live with dignity.

This study employs a documentary research method by collecting and
analyzing data from academic literature, scholarly articles, government reports, and
documents from international organizations, as well as relevant laws and policies
concerning legal status and the rights of stateless persons. These sources are
critically analyzed to reveal policy gaps and the structural impacts affecting
stateless older persons.

The findings reveal that the vulnerability of stateless older persons is not
solely the result of individual circumstances, but rather a product of compounded
structural exclusion-legal, social, and economic—as well as systematic neglect
by the welfare state. The author argues that a comprehensive literature review,
combined with critical analysis of these issues, can enhance understanding of the
situation and serve as a foundation for policy reconsideration and the development
of targeted mechanisms to concretely uphold the human rights of stateless older

persons.

Keywords: Stateless Older Person, Structural Violence, Vulnerability, Welfare

Rights, Legal Status
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