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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the historical development of sound recording
technology and its impact on Lanna musical culture between 1917 and 1957. This period marks
a crucial transition from an oral tradition to a commercial recorded format. Employing qualitative
research methods, the study analyzes historical data from archival shellac records and primary
source documents.

The findings reveal that the introduction of recording technology into the Lanna musical
landscape initiated a process of commodification, transforming music from its traditional
ritualistic functions into a product with exchange value within a capitalist system. This process
led local musicians, particularly Saw artists, to encounter a state of standardization as they
adapted to technological constraints and the aesthetic preferences of the central market.
Furthermore, phonograph records served as a mechanism for constructing the representation of
"Lanna-ness"—a curated and idealized identity characterized by exoticism and mystery to satisfy
the nostalgic desires of middle-class consumers. This study argues that phonograph records
were not merely tools for preservation but were arenas for the collision and negotiation of
cultural meanings under the influence of the state and the culture industry during Thailand's

era of modernization.

Keywords: Lanna Music, Phonograph Records, Commaodification, Representation
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