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Abstract

This paper requires to analytical study the femininity construction of
Ta-Khian Goddess through the Judith Butler’s critical performativity concept. It
is found that Ta-Khian Goddess is culturally embodied as “beautiful ~ woman”
under the implicit power/knowledge structure of nationalism, rationalism
and capitalism stabilized Thai society since 1960s. Moreover, the ritual wor-
ship of sacred Ta-Khian Goddess found in local communities indicates the
adaptive consolidation in which modernity and superstition are merged. This
transformative process exhibits ‘the femininity’ of Ta-Khian Goddess that
serves as commodity in fashion and beauty industry as well as being repro-
duction of heteronormative ideology that structure the binary opposition of

male and female gender.

Keywords: Ta-Khian Goddess, Feminization, Modernity, Nationalism, Consumer
Culture
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