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The Neo- Gramscian Approach in International Relations Theory

Thapiporn Suporn

Abstract

The development of International relations theory since the end
of the First World War has truly reflected the nature of diversity and
pluralism. In addition, the study of international relations in recent years
should extend its boundary and provide more intellectual spaces for
alternative approaches, which are in fact can explain an event in
international arena as much as the mainstream theory. In so doing, this
paper takes Antonio Gramsci’s political thoughts and the Neo-Gramscian
thesis as a milestone of the study. This paper thereby concludes that
the idea of Hegemony and Historic Bloc coined by Gramsci should be
adopted in studying international relations.
Keywords: Gramsci; Neo- Gramscianism; Theory of International

Relations
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“We always look at the world, consciously or not,

through a specific set of lenses; we may think of those lenses as theory.”
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*® Theodore H. Cohn, Global Political Economy, p. 107.
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“ Robert Cox, ‘Social forces, states, and world orders: beyond international relations theory’, p. 55-58.
% Antonio Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, p. 366, 377.

*' Robert Cox, ‘Social forces, states, and world orders: beyond international relations theory’, p. 53.
*2 Theodore H. Cohn, Global Political Economy, p. 107.

% Ibid., p. 107.
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* Robert Cox, ‘Social forces, states, and world orders: beyond international relations theory’,
pp. 55-58.

* Antonio Gramsci, Selections from the Prison Notebooks, p. 350.
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Images of Gramsci: Connections and contentions in political theory and international relations
(New York: Routledge, 2006).

% John Schwarzmantel, ‘Introduction: Gramsci in his time and in ours’. In Mark McNally and
John Schwarzmantel, eds., Gramsci and Global Politics Hegemony and resistance (London:
Routledge, 2009), p. 6.

% Robert Cox, ‘Social forces, states, and world orders: beyond international relations theory’, p. 49.
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* William | Robinson, ‘Gramsci and Globalisation: From Nation-State to Transnational
Hegemony’, p. 16.

 Ibid., p. 167.

®" Adam David Morton, ‘Social forces in the struggle over hegemony: neo-gramscian perspectives
in international political economy’, Rethinking Marxism, Vol. 15 No.2, 2003.
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seninadszine, 3nmn, 99 3 aufl 8 (1 n.w.-15 §.0.2553) Wit 67-70.
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% Owen Worth, ‘Beyond world order and transnational classes: the (re)application of Gramsci
in global politics’, In Mark McNally and John Schwarzmantel, eds., Gramsci and Global Politics
Hegemony and resistance (London: Routledge, 2009), p. 21.

54 Chris Brown and Kirsten Ainley, Understanding International Relations, p. 138.

% John Schwarzmantel, ‘Introduction: Gramsci in his time and in ours’, p. 7.

% Robert Cox, ‘Social forces, states, and world orders: beyond international relations theory’, p. 61.
5 Robert Cox, ‘Structural issues of global governance’. In Stephen Gill, eds., Gramsci, Hegemony

and International Relations (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), p. 265.
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