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Why do Military Regimes Transform?:
A case of Myanmar

Lamai Prompratoom

Abstract

The reforms the so-called “civilian government” of Myanmar
after 30 March 2011 took many of the even most experienced politicians,
diplomats and scientific observers by surprise. The “years of darkness”
(in Obama’s speech) seem to be over. The transformation process to-
wards democracy and market economy is genuine. But the reasons for the
regime opening up are still not clear. The goal is to find out more about
the conditions for military withdrawal and transformation of authori-
tarian rule in Myanmar. The results show that there is no monocausal
explanation. Many of the domestic reasons for the transformation of
authoritarian regimes can be applied to the case of Myanmar. However,
they only apply partially like split within the military or economic crisis.
On the international conditions, neither the sanction-dominated policy
of the West nor the constructive engagement-approach of Asian coun-
tries was the main factors for transformation. But one condition proved
important: The close relationship to China led to fear in the Myanmar
military of being dominated by an external power. In this sense, too

much backing by an external power has contributed to transformation.

Keywords: Myanmar, transition, military withdrawal, authoritarian

regime
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AEudanuT 30 funan 2011 miﬂﬁgﬂﬁmmrﬁﬁmmmim
fiBanfug “FgunanaEFen’ %ﬂﬁﬂmz§guum?%q1uﬂﬁmﬁ’mﬁ%mm
&1ty ManINIng a1 12 vindu Siftes 4 viuwinduiianadanlden
N1ANNALTEUAT7) (International Crisis Group 2011, 3) ﬁaﬁmiﬂﬁgﬂﬁ
Aetuduuudinniades thneyauazdis ANzl ianaden s
dﬁﬁﬂimum@tﬁmnﬁzﬁmﬁiﬁqﬁLLﬂ@ﬂ’L@ﬁum@Lﬂﬁ'ﬂuLLﬂmﬁLﬁm'%uluwah
Hasanniindananisaianandlaildan aviefiagifiunssuauni sl as
ﬁim‘ﬁ'LLﬁ@?ﬁqﬁmmﬁﬁm@wmiwmLwi@ﬂ'ﬁﬂm gaiulfiain The Free-
dom House Index 93e1ulualssifuanantanisidles uaziganmans
WALTEU ﬁqmﬁmlﬁ’wuﬁ@g’lu@"ﬁﬁu%@ﬁ’méwﬁuﬂ@zmﬁ%"uj L1
invamiewaslauag (Freedom House, 2011) a1nn158159a284
Transparency International’s 2010 Corruption Perceptions Index WN
gﬂﬁm@fﬂuﬁuﬁuﬁ 176 41n 178 Uszmpannvialan (Transparency Inter-
national, 2010) u@ﬂ@’m‘&u mm‘ﬁmmﬁlm “Myanmar Country Report”
484 Bertelsmann Transformation Index (BTI) wWindnnsnealufasls
WasuulasannvaneTfitnuaniin anvedelafinsyuunisi Asusing
17'1'LLﬁ@?@%@Iuﬁuﬁmqmﬂﬁmmevmmmgﬁ@Lwi@ﬁif]ﬂm SLURLIHAANIT
demseglugruna LifledlaAouudadilarnian wazasadldilenialy
ﬂ’]‘iLﬂE\;ﬂuLLﬂ@ﬂW] ot (Bertelsmann Stiftung 2009, 7-16) #3881
Genladnlaifivasadnsannilaneglued s

LR ANNTL0AINN0I94LlsE81NFUA Obama PRIANIFALLTNN
lussarinenalazgugaeenendeuiiunnd Usemasulaiids 1ull 2011
(The White House, 2011) téna1atansnniglinistnmsesresning 90
“Tutamanuila” (Years of Darkness) @mﬁﬂu%éjuzgmﬂﬂm’v’q Fanana
WhihiiapauansBulmifiddymemmelunshanas luaniflfuans
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AIMNATLDAINITNITEY Obama Tl ANamI1aN9El David Steinberg
¥ dl ¥ 1 a o ¥ 1 P < . .
Ji@engayfnundn anuuanands Georgetown tinanalidn “This is
the most important progress we have seen since the military took over
and destroyed (...). There has been some real effort at reform by the
government, and the US. should do everything it can to increase the
probability that it will continue.” (Reuters Analysis, 2011)
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the turning point in Burma’s recent progress on democratic reforms”
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(breakdown and transformation of authoritarian regimes)
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dl 1| = a a & = = a o o 6 1 % &
ANYYU AU BUAE waresdAnse e TunislUfduiudasneainaassd
(constructive engagement) fanxn

nraLIa luNNgANEN AR N1anasannl 1988 Lusuun Tl

2o e L, - A
unAulizandilu “Second Phase” visaszarnaasaasnisinasasli
srLRUHAANIINg Wutaanszue Ul Ensufinetesrinsdadngdu
paulunislguisludunisileuazniaasegia dusiuun

X 1 o < ]
2. MaaguaINARITEUA LA UIALNAAMS: UNLFEYW (LN9FIU)
ANMRTUNNIN 1]
e dl P o o a o XY o

IUIFTUNTTUNH AN ELLBIALAIDINTRB VBN UT ANTUR
AuvaInuattaanty e uwes Barbara Geddes ladaiasnziilaly
91 1 1999 Faq “What Do we Know about Democratization after
20 Years?” (Geddes 1999, 115-144) Iaalfutlailszinnaasszuauinga
nngeandlu 3 Uszinn sail
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- 2UAUNUNG (Military regimes)

- STUAUNNIWNBINTIAREA (Single-party regimes)

- ?:U@Ui.qlﬁﬂ@ﬂl&ﬁﬂq (Personalistic regimes)
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uenaNuszLeLINFAMTFeTufazuas A NTaLssTH TN
ﬁLLﬁﬂﬁmﬁu@@ﬂiﬂLLazwmmuﬁ%mﬂuémw Iugﬂl,muﬁlmmﬁmﬁu
aanludaeiduiu (Geddes 1999, 121)

Tumsfnunaas Ulfelder T9ldratanaineuaes Geddes L&
na19 134 wanudsannt 1988 lusunn agnielsinisnasesuessyuey
NY99IN9UTIA94 (purely military regime) Tuanieiseninataa 962-1988
£ Ulfelder ifiudnman Tudaasufludnenisnaumnany (amalgam) a3
stluuy Aanana (Ulfelder 2005, 329) Fodlunsinsndeadeulalunis

RN UIBITELALBUNANAANTT MK 94891898 1UNAUHAINNT

[

o ¥ = , Q; 1 ¥ o f:/
sanflufesAne ludssinm “ssuauning mﬂzgu;ﬂmm\mmmmuﬂu

Db

snduladn lasaziflugianinalunisimdmlunisismsanuuazleg

©3°p

aziugniumumlunisulaunesinge gaid

2.1 Raulaanmelullszina

Ussifuiitiannudnany Aednszueumvnstideldindmnuil:
19 uazilrudesegnssnniazauganesnnnimstnseslnaimians
FaeWgsANITLHeNALY srueUNANYTalAtRNI LWL AAALNEIAL
1A Lﬁmmmm@wmﬂﬁmqmﬁﬁﬁmﬁumwﬁL'aﬂmw WATANLNIN
ga9anTunuisiInndInisnseutinlunisnnsees luduna (Geddes
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nawheenllneuiiazasangnina (Huntington, 1991) luanidiluszuay
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s
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Hunazlainnsdananzfld (dunnsnd, Embassy of United Kingdom,
Steinberg lLa¥ Biinte, 2012) il

) dsziaunisumnueniuiesnis lumaning

9) L‘é@uimMﬁqﬁﬁuLﬂiwgﬁ@ Iagan1zann1iAingAng
\ATHFNA
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el i dadanisguyudssinglug) nsfiiunssanfuiasaaann
Ngws197) (contentious collective action) NN3IANAINUAUTLIULFETI
LUUNAIANTUNMIATIA (mass mobilization) (Ulfelder 2005, 319) vigalu
mmumizﬁﬁﬁmm@ﬁ@m JULSY 11 NNFNAAIATINNAINLEBY N1999X
Usze videlunsilsesnisueneaniuUdadullszmalusl (Geddes 1999,
116) diail
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”Lumzmumil,ﬂ?iﬁw:huimquuimyffu Aryry1nudnAny1edanng
Inddnanfiszuenmianisings “augany” ﬁll,mmmqﬂﬂ%ﬁ%u FRLEAR s
151’d"|Lﬂumﬁ‘l,mﬂﬁw%ﬁmLLfﬂ’ﬂﬁuLmﬂ'1ﬂiu?zudqqﬂz\jmu%uﬂﬁmwm?
%'\uﬁm%um@Wﬂmm?}jmuﬁﬁu@giwdw “hard-liners” WAz “soft-liners”
(O’Donnell & Schmitter 1986, 15-17) Lmeﬂ%ﬁmmammmzﬂM
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Tuwanusgae-au lunydeqla-gias GeanaFanladndu “problem
of succession” kaLfalN133A70I AN ANLENTZNINANY A28 LAY
709192871 UNB9 18 (Callahan 2006, 37) tHufu

uaNaINUBLA Geddes flaasildanscuaunmsiulaanin
sandaulunyudaziiulfdufluszuauniaouilszuneniga wazsin
AZARNYFAIRIAINNTLETYUTINAINANNT ALY (Geddes 1999,
115-144) galaFunisatiuayulueuaes O’ Donnell & Schmitter (1986,
15-7) 1A
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and Poole 1990, 151-83) ludauwes O’Donnell waz Schmitter (1986,
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na9 (Alamgir 1997, 349) lugaaitldanunsnBanladndudneuzans

83



84

Azl wanlszyu

dszasulnalunianiaiiies waznisiimssgnalunuunainliusesi
0 lusmaes Alamgir §alénanaldsn narlugaanaifenanadudeld
119g LU0 “ﬂ'?ﬂ%ﬁ’]Zﬁ/\‘lﬂﬁ"mﬂ’i’mﬁ@uu?\‘i AINAIARRUAEIFIY
LARLLLT AT depnfloy REATluLunAn Ussnd Lasianessy
LULER (Alamgir 1997, 349) anvaszuendaiel difussuansne
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71 1988 danaliwsindansiiszuatuianiag usiilasdanemnauudaunds
PD9TZUBLNINTAN “Uande” IEnesnailuscuaummaineagiiuuiaen
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daunsnuasey wazliigunalnpainusietngle

« 1l 1990: wdandinnsiaenfeanwanielszansdlng we
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aaa a A 9:/ 1 dl a é’ E/ 1 21/ =
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WATANEAFIIH(International Crisis Group 2011, 2) T919EEMUNBUA
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“It is unacceptable to hold the aspirations of an entire peo-
ple hostage to the greed and paranoia of a bankrupt regime. It is

unacceptable to steal an election.” (Voice of America, 2011)
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