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Sovereignty and Political Theology: From Plato’s Theory of

Forms to Augustine’s idea of the will of God

Yared Akarapattananukul?®

ABSTRACT

This article studies the implications of political theology for understanding
the concept of sovereignty. It shows that Plato’s Theory of Forms and Philo’s
political thought can be connected to the idea of Creator God: God firstly creates
the world of intelligible things as ideas and patterns of his words, and then creates
all sensible things from them. The idea of the Word of God also enlarges Augustine’s
concept of the Trinity of God and free-will, which implies the contributions of the
concept of ‘sovereign power’ and ‘sovereignty’ in terms of the transcendent and
omnipotent God.

The finding of this paper reaffirms that although the conventional concept
of sovereignty is essentially a modern construct, the classical theology can be
said to fall under the concept. It eventually shows the relationship between political
theology in classical periods and modern political theories for a better understand-

ing of the modern concept of sovereignty.

Keyword: Sovereignty, Political Theology, Plato, Augustine, Political Philosophy
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NIZAIUZDDNNT NNTNTZVINBIFEIFTIAN FLHNUNUT NIZaHznINTZan
Fadunannistufimauadisirfienslalunisinasdnlalanuazdnsana
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DENNARNUAIINGN (Love/Agape) WSLASLANATN (Trinity) LaRa1ILESF
(Free-Will) uazaruraasilng

DONAAY Lﬂmﬂﬁq?uﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬁﬁmmqmﬁ‘wm (Theology) Tusqmﬁm
fupnannaziiavsnasownfauasmguiiniadasadlsinlidaganalude
FNRINARIATY soudipanduinAanienadesadiabd Tl seneesne (e
unaanna uanEaaiian ‘AINSNADYNBES NID ‘mw%ﬂ%u:nﬂﬁlq’
nsarnanadneetaiuiiunicuaumaninasEAmin Wesus Aawsn
AMTUBBAAAULAT Lﬁumw%ﬂﬁuu%qw%{ﬂmmzﬁLﬁm%qﬁﬁ@f@uwﬂ'
%ﬂﬂ:ﬁaumuﬂfaﬂu“?ﬂ?}ﬂqNgw‘ﬁﬁﬁifﬂwa:Lf% Lmzmw%ﬂ‘jwdﬂuﬁﬂuuwﬂ
AEINLeN (love/agape) Suflparnannsdaeuasnszin WATHHNBIYBIAIN
Snsanang fdameTiFudounAnEemaradiennn wawsnel uazene
p51lns Faenzuiu nanqfle T City of God (De civitate De) aafaRUNANEN
waAREDINTRIA s (natality) Tugzfa3ne (creatus; creates) LL@:@%L’%‘N
(initium; beginning) w'mm‘a‘Lﬁmmuwéummwﬁmﬁuﬁ’ﬁL’%ﬂﬂdﬁ ‘AUTNIN’
TINTNINTUIUATHYES T 2 990 szduuen (Fun AN HAnIBINYEfuIn
fnnannisadnsvasmasduduazniaadnetniniunisundoreonaziegn
flan Fanrasdranmdauan Tnsianizadiy (Adom) uaznisiiinuninss
g tugiurnsrymsranandn Lﬁﬂmmfdmmmum@hwéwﬁ fouuaousiiiiv
Aviuamaiind mw%ﬂﬁuu’%qw%ﬁwnﬁﬁﬁ@iﬂm@huwsﬁ wazluaouziflaaii
iy faang03 U3 HHIunmazfiaurnsannaasy e isdanszidaty
AULANIAINTZENA (the City of God) @iqu‘jzﬁuﬁﬂmLﬂum‘aﬁmﬁmmwwﬁu
FIEgNNATIBDAN Belnsganudn W lugniaiamnansnmdainnaidi
aaAaBudaansnsiaieseeayed naldnumuiiessyed (earthly city)
WinIzId9zns9s NNy AW ﬁLﬂmwwﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁq AINHENYBINTZ DI ALV
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TwnAndRyreeetain Fen1TueNuUIARRINA1988NANUWIRAESY
AIINLANALUBTAR W3e mortality (Arendt, 1996; Astell, 2006, p. 375) lng
FwSueawTudn wnAnEesrNLANAULE9EART Usngriiuadsueg
sn$in Taanined (Mortin Heidegger) faafiuafinananaduazifmnudiniug
yslaruiselugnsnamitnesdin nannfe wnAndesmnuuwansuifieades
AunluimiluiEosesniadiases (existentiality) wHaRAERINITEA9NAL
(thrownness) uazA§ma1i (Dasein) 1alaAnines Genanafsniadiegvde
nnsflagvdanislsingeyvasiinugudtugnizrasniaduiin fog-uu-Tan
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danyanarasiiaen GafiuReidinfismisnunnddegyaaisfidisseg e
Aufinauannmdunisdles (the pre-political sphere) LﬁﬂLﬁﬁmzjmiﬁ%ﬁm
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m\im‘jLﬁaﬁuﬁuﬁmmim:mqm‘nﬁm (the political-public sphere) (Arendt,
1958, p. 184; Fry, 2014, pp. 27; p. 34) TevasunaRnEesn1siiin s g
a1e1aneenadled fine nausasiuadnmbmneniadiasunisniu
9l 7 2eeNREd 9nNnNSEnTINngNSUnaInYane %ﬂf@iﬂ%ﬁ%gﬂf%ﬁﬂ
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creatio ex nihilo (creation out of nothing) Lﬁ@ﬁf%sfum‘m%‘}_l’mﬂﬁﬁﬂgjLLﬂ:ﬂﬁ‘i

L%

o Y A . ' ¥ ! = CY @ A ¢ @
uum@?‘mmmﬂ‘a‘mﬁmm TUBIWISLIT NRIAD W‘a:mmmumummummw

U

1



YNSH DASNENWINAN
gy

ATTNAIFNG 7 9INAININLLET Fawindudn dewninfinsresdasnssadtelan
uazdnannas Tifdsladnssagiag andunsrasdiinasegmilafeisas Tnsly
Confessions (1.2.2) aadafuddn wazifudufiugusdadng (uthor)
aeandsianas wazliffelafidnsengszannsadnsva Hlasdanmenn
W3rB9# (nothing which exists could exist without Thee [God]) #yEfia1aa: (H31
m‘aﬂ;jﬂu‘ﬁfmmqﬂf«vqﬂﬁlaﬁmﬁ@uﬁaLﬁum:ﬁq 94 e TN AT T T
faqiiu LLGi?%GﬁméEﬁfsiﬁ mﬁﬂum:mﬁﬁﬁmwﬁ@uﬁlaﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%ﬁmﬁmﬁrﬁm
(begotten) Twm:ﬁw&zﬁffﬂﬁgﬂﬂ%’m (uncreoted)T@Jﬁf«g@L“S‘IN $i1 (no beginning)
uaz{3fnn5Afia (unbegotten) (Japhets, 2016) meﬁﬁﬁumwﬁmﬁmdw
wulAtumszAnASUgHNa Genesis ﬁﬂmf;ﬁwm‘émﬁmm 6 Fuusn fnazidn
i as9as9d Tan LL@m‘aﬁwﬁmﬂ@ﬂ'N e EIN AL Alnleuanunizaes

T Fia91an (in time) wsiiluniaadng “wiandy’ Ha91aa1 (with time) (Christian,

1953, p. 2) dmsuesiafn widnanazldaansondstonandn s usianddn

! ! !
1 a A

NITBIARBRTIBLgaTIgn ATIgR Nﬁﬂﬂﬂqwuﬂﬂﬁqm Lﬂuﬁ@f«gﬁuﬁqm (Givag Tyl
uazliaein) @esudign uisussnaziuasiign uaziidrunagega Anviedd
wasuas i F Tuussmasmasidaadfsuuamatiomesaan (Augustine,
ca. 397 B.C.E./1998, p. 1.4.4)

IR R E L YO SUEE A e AN aziieurIaARYaIN1aingss
aaaATu19LFE (Triune Creator) WazWaiNTINE WA AaEnsReihg An

¥191l39 (Creator of dll creation) Be1/snng uemund 13.5.6 Tnapatamuduwii:

aznslivamineamarnsd o aeni dmidnfoemazim
ﬁﬁqﬂ%wﬁlqﬁw T wiail mew"f&mxmmmmiL’%Nﬁuﬂﬁmm
WIYAT fdsag ez fudnfiasnofsing g wanil wazaanaide
Fidmdnde Adn wazfidudnvasiimdAonszadianamn
(trinity) S F NI TN S WA N A BB N TYBaFsia T uas
wazAnaswarasdiadnnmawmiatiani faannsdoienaanudn
wazsBennw wazfidudeasddn THud weedan wazyms

LATNTTARSUANAANS (Tuas9ReTiadneBu 9 i
(Augustine, ca. 397 B.C.E./1998, p. 13.5.6)
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ueinfis AoennsliudaunnAnaaenguia@en (Arans) AdmsztaniBouiuaed
Tifinna1fin Avhifqa@ssuazifiqnau (Unbegotten) fiansnaziunnsinesn
wazyma faeiqnEnduuaziignay (Begotten) safaRiauadmdnnIaiaes
pdnnaResuAtsuandpndniugszndedduduresnanduyana
Sudnaanswingu BildaausndissendwyarasuinAans dedaninosdi
upnFnfiulluazuenaananiuegedalausiag (Clark, 2001, p. 95)

anfiafugndadn wazaanzeamsndnindsiogfunazasdioslunau
Buuan Aasi snanananyednuinivinazenzismarasfiRanszasdiasdan
(Augustine, ca. 397 B.C.E./1998, p. 7.9.14) meﬁmﬂﬁwﬁégﬂﬂ%wﬁum
Wi g IENIzaawz (God the Word) Rufinaidinuaaadnsliunmsdynam
fasdinnnaglulan wanand warasddsadnanazasdiastifidenilouazer

Do, 2!

fiumyamdsiaaiugian sififlanssiag Jesus Christ) §8sUasgRarnaaauigns

(Virgin) sntgnsUfanBiaunnedia Bl Tneded wenegffenssynsd

D

ﬁﬁ:zgﬁfmmm”m (Begotten Son of God) tuifasfiraenszdnn wazimauiiiy
a13maz (substance) Waariunszidn wazieggnasanvinmiingilauu i
nyed uguzdonailidenlosszndnanszesdfinisuns faaniaiien

(W32d) wazifiunianans (o) (Augustine, ca. 397 B.C.E./1998, p. 7.18.24)

Aaemnil NiegreNREdaeINNMTaseNYEdat 19BN LATN1TEBNYNATY
e ldu Bidusuiiasmassy fuduebasduidnnasnsutang)
ranszinifidananian Fasnazannnsasuilifseifiaissesnnnssniinug
Tiurnazidn wazinuddlofidnlasunsndnuazinmazasd Aecliidnlagln
AULALADINTZBNA (the City of God) Aag
posdusuLLTiesagnneliusaAnmuumuisTansyes wie earthly
city’ @vfindngnuanuassadndedufinunludnuasiifudaszainnazida
(Arendt, 1996, p. 100; Astell, 2006, p. 384) A1 “earthly city’ %ﬂuﬁqﬁgﬂ
a5 W e M EneiuAI AR BN EN Wae “City of God’
afaA AN NLANANITENINALLAWAS 2 Anuaumanil iauenszidng
ysEAnAaNBunsiauitagty City of God’ Bufiuganiifinanaineni
wissesanszfifhudnmilafelauanfiugBegninedsmanefssnnsginmig
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a A o o Il . . g @) v
AFATY YT ﬂwumq'ﬁﬁimwmﬁmﬁu ‘earthly city %@Lﬂuzjm?umﬁ@ﬂ
(secular) ﬁmﬁﬂ@gjmﬂﬁmmﬁgquﬂmmﬁﬁLﬁwﬁfaﬁqm (the flesh) Tmeiviafu
(Augustine, ca. 413 B.C.E./2003, pp. 14.1-14.4) RAUANFNTHIENINAULAY
& 2 & ' A o/ Aa
Maaeail fireANLAnEe HIEe9289ANST (lovelagape) tne T iz Aitiuuwan
WANSEgNEE 1 EHIINANNSNARNASTE [NS2IA Auuanwislanuse
gNA3NNTNAINAHINAILEeIBINYEd BeflanguNnanuImaesin
@jmqﬂail,%@"fuﬁmmzﬁq (Augustine, ca. 413 B.C.E./2003, pp. 14.1-14.4; p. 14.28)
1 @ -P= 4! 4' v o [ o A
agelafinnn wyvddaanuaiursanilefild Suainnszid 1§ ged
ANSNTI AN 0] FafifaAuaINITaluN155n (Clark, 2001, p. 97; Elshtain,
2008, p. 58; p. 165) iHanyELa1N1TANTY W war 5U ANsh wwﬁu‘ﬁu
ﬁdﬁgﬂ%’uifé]’dqﬁﬁqmuﬁQﬁﬂizuquﬂWummwﬁ’uﬁuﬁﬁzmwwwéﬁwﬁu
Hwlerasaniifiunyflen sadafivrenaauilsufiulusenausnyes
& 1 1% v 1 v £ @) V oAaa A v (% & @
npdlsanszidn(3dn LLmqméwmgLﬂuﬁqu%fmwgﬂmqﬂ@mm:m ML
\aazsnauladnarnaulUnIngzidn (conversio ad Deum) ¥38908NMHNAN
W3xa9F (adversio a Deo) 1asnszLdmMIINREIN1550ADEN1TARRN A NS
ABLSUDLNNLER (free respond) BBNANREAMTINTEBIANTNNFNTULYINTU (Alexander,
2008, p. 263) UszanaAtyaeagfidn wanidndugfooduiasmin usls
199109AU (God only foreknows; He does not compel) a1 l5finN ﬁLﬁmméEé
fSuAmsNaInnazdn uarasANNAUTUE WSz 9d WA nAsnE Tunszead
UATNIAINANNIBENTZRIATINGISNNE AN FaanisueuANsnTian Ty

1 v
= | o/

grizanudinilfivonnudiauyini feEsuayg e tidn sy ufuanuns
NITBIA

daudndnyfiReadesiuummAnenessiinduasnafaRuine AHENRE
sendnanszidtuazayes ldnavagnnelifuuansmsyasdviofinuauees
Tanasud annisfinszasdi@insagoniiasasasneasamasananadnsila
(out of nothing) Lm:ﬂfmﬂuw'izﬁﬂ%mmﬁwﬁ'q R HosanE ol SuRLATes
wans i wazasdiiuinss BassmnamitaReislamnusznsuasdad
%ﬁﬂu%ﬁunﬂﬁm (omnipotent and omniscient) WALAIEATHITAINET WILBIA
T a%sTanainaaudioan uazas1ennedanaInduan NI zasd
ALAATIUIBULATYBINTLBIALBY AINUIINHIBIAATIUILEITVBINGZLGN
Fafinuaeiiame Widiuiengssae (hatural low) Sudh@ertusmssus honn
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dl 1 dl CrY A g; o/ 1 =" = a 3
Abiamnsanaauesn anlansmud § nvadsegmilanisuimsfaniarioas
(Chroust, 1944, p. 198)

o/ £i| v 1 'Y Y v =Y dl dl %
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astladansaadafuiey Adaniluuasldfaunszididnidufeiidandn
‘sovereign good’ %wmﬂﬁqﬁaﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁqmmmﬁLﬂuﬁqmﬁqw%’unﬂ T HTINR
c:'d a (P % o v o!/ v . & @)
fiflAINEIHITO NITARANTN T Tu19msenudinn Aandadae (evil) Fifiu
AWYAUENBBNIINAING (the privation of good) AT UAEWIIET HEIATBLATEY
a9t iing ‘V]‘iﬁﬂ@i@ﬂ?ﬁa\‘iﬁﬂﬂﬁd anNAITI3e N luanonaneg
wazead Bnviannssiedilanng hiduiesuny (sin) filuAsiianansgniszans
(Lloyd, 2017, p. 237) wananil feanana1nfidn uwaRnEesiguasngrang
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