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The Transformation of the Strongholds of the
Communist Party of Thailand to Tourist
Attractions: the Politics of Space in 1980s

Pinyapan Potjanalawan®

ABSTRACT

This article aims to describe the dynamic of politics of space under the
operation of Thai government and the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT). The his-
torical approach is used for the methodology of this paper. Two rivals had purpose
to occupy and dominate over the space of Thailand. CPT’s strongholds were in the
forest, mountain range and borderland to avoid the suppression from Thai govern-
ment and gain the support from Communist Party in Indochina. Thai government,
not only sent the troops to control the situation and occupied those places but also
activated the tourism policy to construct the new image of the lands in Thailand.
After the victory over CPT, the government transformed the strongholds of CPT to
tourist attractions to the new meaning of those places.

KEYWORDS: Cold war, Communist Party of Thailand, Tourism, Politics of Space
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