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Social Media and Protests: Case Study of Thai Student
Flash Mobs during February 2020

Nattapon Tantrakoonsab?

ABSTRACT

This research aims to study flash mobs of Thai students that occurred in
various universities between 22 and 27 February 2020. It focuses on analyzing
the role of social media in driving protests, considering social media as a variable
affecting mobilization. The researcher used data from posted messages during
the study period on at least 19 social media accounts on Facebook and Twitter,
from 19 universities and analyzed by using flexible pattern matching through
social movement concepts. The study found that the student flash mobs had three
main social media usage patterns: 1. Flash mobs were the result of personal
actions frame that emerged by social media. 2. The flash mobs had some
characteristics consistent with the self-organizing network pattern 3. Social media
could not be used as a tool for creating an effective collective action frame. Case
study findings also showed that social media was only a mechanism to reduce the

cost of mobilization but did not change the core dynamics of action.

Keywords: Social Media, Flash Mob, Social Movement, Protest, Thai Students
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(conceptualization) figffutianngniaed Tmmﬁ@%mﬂﬁ%mL@uﬁ@ﬁ%wuﬁﬂg
3 Anwode (Aud 1. m‘a‘ﬂ%mm%ﬁuwqﬁﬂi‘amzjuﬁﬁﬂumﬂm (irrational group
behavior) usianaglidninazasensuninuidn 2. ebunadiinauounis
\AEWt (movement protests) %ﬂgﬂ%ﬁﬁmmiﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁﬁ WMANA (rational
action) 3. 8FUEd AT RN 8NTUSEA (networked protests) Sdunannann
maimuAdaineiayadinssuuu i laneeulmiAf dnuos Bedning
(relational) Taefaneasdandsil

1. @%u’m’:i’uﬁquﬁﬂiiumju (group behavior)

LL‘HQﬂ’]‘i’ﬂ%‘LI"Iﬂ?uﬁﬂﬁﬂm:ﬁlﬁuﬂ’]‘iﬂ%u’mﬁ%ﬂLﬂﬂﬁﬁ"l?ﬁﬁﬂﬂ’]‘iﬂﬂﬂﬂ"l
ANRHYBINNFLUUNANEIUUFIUNNTATITANGANTINIINNY (collective
behavior) Tﬂﬂﬁﬂwﬁgmfiﬂ a1 mﬁ!ﬂﬂu‘iﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬁ \inn19eanagugNAsilom

a

\Antulndann (social problems) Tnefaymnsenanninflgnalnmie@sianen

b Sho

pneatAifnanududeslalungfan naradiunisnesrssansuoliiguuss

=

B9 Lﬂuﬁqwﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ@Wﬂ‘uﬂm@@ﬂﬂmmz’%ﬂufmuuﬁmmuu agna(5Ad nneld
maAmssireannEing Anasaaasi Tomdsaniifusumaiouamuan
duliisdafiaedodefelaznauastmiedons delildiiulse sAudnAty
mnusigaiinquitinmmlatiie aunsndeliinanufndonludan
Anarsnoiiudeslangrequuaslumgfan Tuudthinnguingfnsauaaamaf@s
fnuesdsingniseinisdssvinsdndu “Wqﬁﬂiwmjuﬁ@jﬂumam” (irrational
group behavior) arwanEDIzEINITEHLpEIgnEasi A uAAHTinARS
fgnazidnaanuilanpsmudiliaunds (Edwords, 2014, pp. 1011, 40-41)
siArnisfiaeunisinszisanndesinfifasiumnAndngnn
Thiur oy R Aueiden AanadiamaivinBidauasfiouaniiniafinum
nansuaiiesann “AnmarnlinelaravinAnua sam AAnu1es Ty
wvanenaEaani wanudulasn butaiinaasguasns aaw. T 2557 s
wannegiLgA AFT. 515 1 Lwﬁﬂmﬁumﬁ@gﬁoﬂmwmwu Fufinadanii
udnil 2562 uazAndinia@endsesinlugloniabunasFansvaswanion
aAgasszmalbuian bl uidnsuaziamnsuoivaananivgn
Teniiawu gnfﬂ'u5:4fmﬂﬁvﬂﬁﬁmmﬁﬁummﬁmw A8 3 ?‘Vﬁ%ﬂgﬂﬂﬁgﬂ@ﬂﬂ’f
(Kittiratwarangkun, 2020) @uifiunnsAinszyidia iindetiomdsnndiives)
uanifusmnguaniisintlg “anulinele” waslwinefigas “Uznoanan”
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Nﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁm‘%ﬂuﬂﬂﬁﬂmm@hﬁﬂ@ﬂuﬁﬁugﬂuﬁuﬁﬂmuﬁﬂm@i’m T
a V& §
2. asuredniuauInnIsiAfan e (movement protests)
a g \ - < < v A

UHINIFDTUNRNENINUIINGNITDUNRTHBULLUNTUTEN NV IINANIIN
NI BNHLAZTANTS M%ﬂﬂ@hqfé”]qumﬁﬂﬂﬂummémmﬁfﬂL’%ﬂu‘ﬁfﬂﬁﬂm
. 4 . 4 . L -
AU SLNaUNTNYDY “aUINNITAADNHIN”7 (Mmovement) FIHNUFHUUIAR
d' 1 % My a c;’ o =1 [ o
AnegdnnTUaesiog W s \inuannensuolzassnu aadunan1anAINAL
fnslavasfanludonn wdtladadanannannaaiuaiunsnin “nsszan
y15NW8NS” (resource mobilization) TmlLﬁumwNﬁNWiﬂTﬂﬂﬁﬁiZ@Nﬂ%Wﬂﬁﬂi
FN 7 8171 (U HoRTUAENgIN B9ANTANY ﬂmm‘%mmiﬁﬂﬂﬁ PINWYZWAZABNG
ﬂ%ﬁmﬂm%umwﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁumfﬁﬂu ARDATUNTEHLANUIINIAN Tremananng

manHezgnIzaniingnisnazyinsanmy (collective action) iias3198Ma TS
FBIB9 FINTIFIHAFDNITURY W AUARIDIAIAN
AINETHTA IHNNTIEANAINA9HgNRanT N TugIHEnnIns e el
WANA (rational action) 2asyARadngauINnTg e nTmNaNiuE iy
Fravpa (costs) uazmanazlemi (benefits) aelane yanasnaulafiazinsanmanszin
saany laRanTuddianan FSunanInndsiuyuiiasfiesgeyde
uaNanil MasemsmAnennsfafadiasiu Tnsssdswasnsdng (Social Movement
Organization: SMO) WaLARAAEVNNEIAN (Social Movement Network) Gﬁuﬂmz
TAs9s319n1592AH (Mobilizing structure) UaNWHE3EMI9 SMOs azfiuilada
AfAYAALARAUANNAINITO HN19TLANUAZAIINENSI2BIBIANT THBUT
ANRITNAE BN ENIRIANT LN TnaasLAF B auas TR AN A ATy T
sUuuL2eaAEeTe 917 naduinsling nsudedu avndauds uazniauan
A &Y & @ o o 1% A 1%
wWaes s Fadudaiuednuocessuounisafauomedeanuay
AIINAINITD IHNNTTLANIUT (Edwards, 2014, pp. 42-55, 55-60, 67-68)
NN AR b e e N L o[ o L R M (Mt b LR T
@ LY o/ & A A o @) A A ' @)
wardeusinEawinAnunluassildn fanwaiuauaung vaafiBand iy
“guaun1sauguin” tneBidindn “wand (Fifrgax) Ausanniades
uas exercises N17ABGNINAITIABINAIYTNOUNTEIFBIFUAIITININNT”
[ Aa 2 o & P A 2 P !
wissdevifisanaaiiunisuansesndiseifisseinnissegnienisiieciuga
2-3 Uil TnsnannznissiegunlanesulaifiEuuansisagiedmansin
mandaniawes “nalleslaues” esadiunlauny single gateway Turng
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7 2559 AHN1937ANNA 5 N ORNATINGILNHINENNTAANI U WBNAINT
Fedsanszaunisaiannnisdnianisdlecdidunienis diunnssanfiansss
Ausfiamasnaunan i utasniadandt 2562 %@ﬁﬁfﬂgﬁﬂqﬁmﬂmﬁﬂLmeq
mMsTuAReNTian masiafiiesuulanasulaibing Wnunisensziuainnng
wanFaNu AN pan Al s iuudan il lEna mnussndugasansysiu
zjm‘il,ﬁmuuﬁmﬂuu (matichon tv, 2020)

TuwsfinnsussinsewinBowinfneniifin Wi ANy oeansimuIng
msdamniszauntanl wdetnsfidedaiuguifiune wiefinunnsemeug
yunnaAReuiansisANNe sl iuntanseyinfifinawa (rational action)
TilMnseenmnlpsusesnanduasersnaiRandallnalaateansieis winus
flLLN‘lNﬁuLLﬂ:ﬂWﬁa?ﬁUN@?;iwﬁfﬁGI‘EZLG]%?:INVJZQ'NW:H wananaEen (i
n9UseTinefiinnsdanns (movement protests)

3. asugdnuiasaznan1siseiing (networked protests)

Edwards (2014, pp. 238-241) 1&1adN Tuﬂ@f«gﬁ’umﬁL‘éuﬁmimqmﬁﬂﬁ:ﬁﬁ
FINNY IINNNNDY “LBIFNANT” (relational) HINNTIHNNBIBINFANA (rational)
Tm%%fﬁLﬁudﬂéL%ﬁiquﬂqiﬂﬁ:ﬁqqfﬁfﬁLﬁmmﬂm‘iﬁmﬁﬁmmuugmm(ﬂm
ganfeariu wieiuga uansfinazyinneliniansasnamasdanuuuunii
(under-socialized actors) LLGiNqNN?NLL‘LI‘LIL%Gﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ%?ﬁLﬁud’]ﬁ’]uﬂﬂdﬁdﬂ@h’]
ﬁﬁﬂwmmﬂuﬁmmqmﬂmﬂﬂdﬁ naAe m‘jﬁmﬁusf@L%ﬁ'qumwﬂgjuuﬁu
FIHNANAAURLYA %qm@;mﬁm@hqﬁgmmﬁmuﬁﬁiuLmzmwzﬁuﬂﬁu
VINANTHIIANAZULL NEAAREIALINTTANE28N Castells (2012, p. 225) FiRanoan
m‘aﬂ‘a‘zﬁqﬁugm:ﬂﬁm:ﬂ@uN%NWN?‘I’Q@m wazd Wifuunalsnagns
Wassuasrasnigaziinslutlaqiiu Anesniaindenlnarasnislaziing
TUBune9 “Tmus5INN19uL9TN” (culture of sharing) Fidlatemlnepdndng
Fapnaaulal Tui@uuﬁiﬁuﬁﬁjmuﬂi:ﬂ@urﬁwLﬂ%@ﬂﬁmmuﬂu (horizontal
networks) TulansaulaiuazragunanedunisUssinsundinsnnu deufie
genepan Ui lanimunaanedn nduaiifednass Tnoedadne uanvosd

TH RS UANE D ATHITUNATATBINITTULAR B UN1TUT LTI Mudazyeg
] =) [ = 1 1 % v o Il @)
ﬂ’)’m‘i'}NNﬂLLﬂzﬂ’J’mL‘Uu‘ﬂﬂLLNW?J@Q‘ﬂ"VL@ﬂ‘ﬁuLL@]ﬁTN@mﬁﬂ’]‘i@u’]ﬂﬂ’NLﬂu
71791719 N19U92NaUAE19289N15USANAR AN U TIFHNNSH Poell and Van
Dijck (2018, pp. 546-561) Binumanuazsausaneiive wazaguiridiudnuos
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Ausnsinsannmaszantudnunmnediesu 2 87

- anwmuzreeiansanganny nadinsannislseiiasessanaanlng
Tuilaqiiu Wnsanauannisdanfagusgslauaziimunazesnues Bennett
and Segerberg (2013) FWinan nnsuingannIsnszyinsasmy uuuFs
Fesniugasiiniaiasatuarinaindan ielsznaussndndnuaidon
Tiasnulasinanafungfinsaadiddneeidands “nanssvindessa
(connective action) Bsnnatindanfansannisulaziinafindusuniaussnany
N13N3EyindIULAAA (personal action frames) FifintupgneTanEanTNaRNe SN
aeulad il Afussndnuazmnefimfiondusunandansadomnimids
atwganiEe o anizioamie nmstsstindludnuasdnandaiu <aanusdn
sondiiutiaianyana” (collective sense of self) (Aaifiuaanas@nifnaes
flanyanaiifieguia Biltansddnvdedadnuaiiiusznouadsdunnlna)
wazhunifentu arsdRnuaznisuansesnesiianyaaasenanai fnans
\unnsuamseananssnansnisad (manifestation of collective identity) Aaeigunii

- dnwnemai asdnaeioiaedanidunenis (sodal movement
organizations) ﬁﬂf@iﬂ‘mﬂgﬁfumiﬁmguﬁﬁuﬁﬂwm:‘i‘z ﬁué‘iy’\nwimiqﬂ%sfumju

(%

UszinAaImiy (Arab Spring) uildiniaansemarmaniuazaansiugirfdai
avdnfiusanisuimsdanisuaznisiesns Asiaeulife ilagiaswy
unumassngsinideuinsmnainiunndunumannaniuguseietng
dl o % a A o v dl ] -4
fisuasanazaandaglndeaiifiy Tnavininfinangetnamaunupsdng
\PABHBMNIFIANILLAIAN 817 N9919n9aURensaNnITUasing nadinnles
UARALAZNgNTINTTIANTzanaiuasy uananil dauananatiiiaanudfsy
Tunsiflasdieyatnoms diwnisdesdeya unsnszans uaniinguioyas
Wifunnsiszving UfjiRn151A8n% Della Ratta and Valeriani (2014, pp. 288-304)
% o A = .o y [N . ¢ @A v oo
Tﬂ‘i:ymmuﬂmrmmumu gmm‘n%mmfﬂ (connective leaders) %ﬂﬂﬂﬂ&jm
e ' " s A de A & o
Pajainlufinnsdenlesdauuazdogafianssniin ifaadisiunis@yraw
\Fanse LarnIvsu 41nndnnsinnuiianig dedutitysn wianisaanysznia
adnaiunienis gwdsunwihdnmaneoizesnisidu microcelebrities
' A A Ay v o & Ao @) . "
mqmﬂm‘jm@@ufmuuumemmm‘iguﬁamﬂwmuﬂu mass media celebrities
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WanaN% Castells (2013, pp. 65-71) FATIWENI1 naReansTuaand1g
Taasnguunuluudatuilaqiu Taaidsuainnisdaaianaaru
(mass communication) ¥iudnEaEAIEENd1 N13dAnITFaLEITEIHIATY
(mass self-organization) %qﬁ'ﬁuuﬂﬁumw%ﬂmﬁ’um@um@ﬂﬁm AateLin
ﬂ‘azmumiﬁimi?lmﬁﬁm@LLm%m;lmmmaLme‘aﬁI@maﬁLLmﬂ%u ol
nnongesdiandean Tnsudazilaanyanaasisssuuioansuaan
yaemupsimilaneenulal lna BilduRessuas uiiugnanuasaderadion
Triaaufenriu 4 YouTube uaziiuladidant (andsdndsnnonnlaiau o)
Al assdudaimasnsdomanasnn TusfadugiEmeiufidenidls
AfinsnnaquaziansAEARiiuaINgIensAiiagnsneiag @156 o g
weundaanuiazgniulpelfunntioufiesdrduagfunnsmaelaensisuas
udidnnnsAnAAMNNgIANEAIFUNNTALIRRRTANE AT A TLEe e
neniafleveesigurafiiduiladudndy winisuansaanatiauaiu
unasmassasulainaefiusnafmaniidaasiofnandoyaiingnsg o
msfeansTiimm TN TRsfidnsafiuedetneunsu (horizontal networks)
mqﬂg‘jﬁmﬁuﬁ’@l’ﬂm@ falnazduiinsfnuazaraulan o soiznamil T
ﬁﬁﬂé}’ﬁuﬁ@uﬂm@ﬂqmmmi@mu FoumnenaiulmufiusiazauasRonnas
uaziutiayataznnlalsznmmil noadsdeasneliirdodianisdoans
Ahimdaudu viauluadateifdnuay afudomduse ffumus
hennsuaeendon uandensi deyariaans) lneyn g muiideansiiyn ¢ A
ﬁﬁfﬂg’m‘aLﬁmﬁmumiﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂwmzmwﬂusﬁmmmz (online communities)
Fonaneifinasdlaznaufinguedinuss i fuesyusulagiu

nMFeBUNEANEMENNINTEYingaNny uAnEnizAInaaanAfesiy
Haiauaans §1890 aniRynAs AesunsunasfiouinEewindnundudn
“lAaaA18N1TUTE7IN” (networked protests) N&NFS finNseAnNsTTAUNIY
wsla (s ifin movement iinsia Tne “Wnideuenudasingnzauaslsusew
A3 NUTTUITN Twitter Tuangingii Inguspusinginlgeadeysviangnas/ s
WA AN AL IBUNTTUNATEY UBAUTNTUANSTMaIERLTIENT
narsiuuangsaniinauanisadmssuaunisnase anidsariy
AassiouianisssydamuinanatssesinEmaindnm Tasusazaniiy
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n5UsEaINTnan TN ANy uziAS a1 Tia e ifn1snTzens 819
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f1579 1 (A1)
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f1579 1 (A1)
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f1579 1 (A1)
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