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Voices of Low-income Tenants:
Uncovering Unheard Narratives in Housing

Boonlert Visetpricha®

ABSTRACT

This research article explores the often-overlooked lives of low-income
tenants, highlighting their experiences in a landscape where academic and policy
discussions predominantly focus on initiatives that support middle-and high-income
homeowners. Using the political economy of housing as a framework, the article
reveals how both government and business sectors prioritize home buying and
selling—driven by profit motives and expectations of economic growth, while
neglecting the needs of low-income individuals who are unable to secure housing
loans. Consequently, the voices of low-income tenants remain unheard.

The research employs two methods: in-depth interviews and participant
observation, focusing on two distinct locales-the area behind the Bangbua
Community Housing Project and the Wat Duangkhae Communities. The findings
highlight three key issues. Firstly, the pathways to becoming tenants in these
areas are explored, highlighting the necessity for affordable rental accommodation
in proximity to places of employment. Secondly, the persistence of low-cost rental
units in urban areas is investigated, showing that these units are typically located
in zones with limited access to major thoroughfares, making them unsuitable for
high-end housing developments. Lastly, the lived experiences of tenants
demonstrate their lack of access to and benefit from existing housing policies.
The article suggests the government launch alternative housing policies that

support affordable rental accommodations.
Keywords: Rental Housing, Rental Accommodation, Urban Poor, Political Economy
of Housing
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