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Renewed Authoritarianism as West Africa’s Hybrid Regime:
The Politics of Presidential Term Limits

Varisara Impithuksa®

ABSTRACT

This article aims to address two pivotal questions concerning the political
regimes in West Africa. The first question explores the factors contributing to the
emergence of hybrid political regimes in the region. The second seeks to identify
the specific type of hybrid regime that best explains the prevailing political
dynamics in West Africa. The initial hypothesis posits that those two interrelated
challenges—namely, the contentious pursuit of third—term mandates by executive
leaders and the persistent absence of effective checks and balances—serve as
key justifications for military coups. These coups, in turn, continue to be perceived
as viable solutions to political crises within the region. The second hypothesis
suggests that the most appropriate framework for understanding the West African
context is the model of “Renewed Authoritarianism.” This model is characterized
by: (1) the exploitation of electoral majoritarianism to legitimize the extension of
presidential terms beyond constitutional limits, and (2) the erosion of civil liberty
protections, which leads to the weakening or absence of institutional oversight
mechanisms. These two vulnerabilities are mutually reinforcing, creating a cycle
in which coups are repeatedly employed as instruments to break the deadlock.
This pattern has become increasingly prominent in the region since the onset of
the 21st century.

Keywords: West Africa, Comparative Politics, Hybrid Regime, Authoritarian
Dictatorship, Coup d’etat
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‘the end of transition paradigm’ (Carothers, 2002) Lﬁm@’mﬁ‘?ﬂﬁﬁmu%mmmdﬁ
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ndusavagnelisruauniadlesifidnu s | nans g unsatnaliiduszes
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Mnsfineduedenin Tag & uesinuusioes (Lee Morgenbesser) #8991
UnUMTnTiLa AR NNEBeNTs R na s rUa YTz B U Inesiliiaa s
LANANISIINNNSADNAIHITUBLIHFAN18E9AWE a1nnMsAinTsRenas
Tusrusulszengulng naRendedenisadeaatiuiifiaanmdiuszsadlne
WasEsmmanusssn iU Asaiumbmisniaiies Turniinnsndonda
Tusruoumianis (wadowniaslelFunsuduintunisuinisdnnis
waznisdaassnadstlamilifussuugudng Fauwdnenduiunisasag
AnTaLssTH Ui idasiulssansu lnaudiudfaden
Femgetaziiinl nesinuuagesuesidadunariniRiAndyninisaens
AHVHEYBIHIRREAED (concept stretching) 8N UaNNAINNNTERIAN
Lﬁmmﬂdqmﬁlﬁﬂﬂﬁyﬁuﬁ:muLLuugﬂwﬂuﬁmmz‘ﬁ'ufm f‘fuﬂgﬁudﬁjmﬁﬁﬂ
1paunrAnluntsasuentanilszuaulszen iU navndessua Ui aanis
ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ‘f‘;Lmﬁzﬁ‘jzmumﬂﬁm@m3{\1mmuﬂuT@Tﬁﬁﬂﬁ‘iﬁﬂmﬁﬁ@mmw
1p9n9lAensafiesadrafeauaraziasfiazdnen uifnausnefiuiase
ﬂ@xﬁm‘aﬁﬂﬂﬁy’@mm_jﬁ’ﬂﬂ (Morgenbesser, 2014, p. 24)
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%aﬁﬂ@'ﬁﬂﬂﬁqLﬂuﬁ'mwmm‘sﬁﬂmq‘ﬁmmﬁm@juﬁﬁwﬂ’mwﬁﬁm‘s
AnnazUaUgnHANAEuIIARTININNdMAIRR Sufieseudaniafnuiazuay
n9dlesinswnAnfiafaivainnaei middedns wanluemees Tadse
A& (Robert Dahl) ¥ 1971 AlxTElEA1dUszeBUTne (democracy) usinnsia
AdULEHeEANIINITUNATes A ADMZLAANLNAFH (polyarchy) B Tagasune
dfiusrusufiondedieiungeingadadiens 2 87 THud 8fuande Afze
n19UB99% (contestation) vxeds AnBluntsutsiumaieaee T Fung
Wlenefiauiesnts uasARvians fe ARNM5Ra9M99 (participation) Bemaxned
B nlunsdnlfdausantunszuaunianienigiiles (Dahl, 1971)

PRI TN BIA AR TN AT N19B NS THANNT B N W NS AN B
Tudnuoueiiumngs Tidnaziiueees Tadnie unsida (Wolfgang Merkel)
AfnuIazULgNHANaINIHARA 3 ARdaed TAun AnawausTaluuuAs
(vertical legitimacy) ArNsURAYa L THLI T (horizontal accountability)
waznnaisdulingmung (rule of law) AuAfuiuNIERsTUIRRTUsEAVEA W
(effective government) (Merkel, 2004) #aas1uaad a8 Aald<e (Leah Gilbert)
wazne Tt (Payam Mohseni) finenensaziananaiuWaAn matnmans
R 18N ANEINITOIUNITHINTU (competitiveness) NIFUNTALEITINIT
INANYUBN (tutelary interference) WazlaINIWAANUTEE1YW (civil liberties)
Walilunisduunusnuezsruaugnnaniifigduuuunnsineiulaildssiu
mqmgﬁmﬁuﬁmﬂﬁi’l\iﬁ% (differences in kind rather than degree) (Gilbert &
Mohseni, 2011, p. 282)

wanaIni S9flenees AlAda WK e Said (Nicolas van de Walle)
ﬁmﬂﬂ’jﬁ‘lﬂ"lﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘jﬁﬂw"l‘jzufﬂuQﬂNZ\INT%Qﬁﬂ’Tﬂﬁ@?ﬂ@@:ﬂ%mﬂu?ﬁﬂﬂ\mm@
N9EEEN97 (sub-Saharan) (AdTaziaLiasAnEgaeiadeasiasefifing
SendNTisruauWFanIindeezdnaatufan Taanau e Sald 8eed
Fa9n151asuHe eI o UARAR (transition paradigm) ﬁdﬂﬁyuqmmuﬁq
widmiunfRniaiisengnmerenlinamzanaemsaiiadiasiiavanant)
wanzdiigaiifinsadumnsgianmisnisfiaseesusiasUssmefiunnsiedi
NINERTL WK e TALE FeiuaAneTn 2 ARdnAlTisTUaLgANEY
wazvinnnsneUBsufisulsemesne q TBnasingns nanfe Adusn

1
1 o

TAuA n1sdrunnanngaeiasuniussszusuwmAanisinagdnfinfiag
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uwmbhansiisanaseindumlpefiadamsifaznnafendsamilg
dnsvintinfun vdaipifieg heiumlduasiulisenasannduwniues
Fusiniavasutsiuanlisudemilosann fgindeidauions uazdffians
Thud Aonannsalunsudeduiueemssanisifles (Van de Walle, 2002)
dnvia W e daus Sessdadanafhhanladnuszniantl duffegUassn
'5?’1ﬁmﬁgm%@fﬂﬁﬁzumgﬂwﬂu?uﬂ‘s:mmwmf:mﬁmvimfﬂgiiw@u
UszrdUlnald nnannnnsiivssmmmanifigind ilsasnSaomaziasagln
AUAUINIBE LU (Van de Walle, 2002, p. 78)

aaviefnsnes AAniea 1ina (Mikael Wigel) iBxginannissinien
IINBsuIAneeAdtUszenBU e uuuLas (lberal democracy) Wi
fadagin anndfsnanadinadiunddiuanaanandu 2 @ Bud dada
Usz18Ulne ‘democracy’ uay FdaBnies liberalism’ Tnguiee9rngn
“szanBulng’ Ap NsiAnEseeUszaaU [nemeadszenm (popular government)
Tunoufiinungans @@l Aonnafaiueesigunsfidsiuauundadia
(limited government) a1ng1WsINURIAAMINA1F 9 (U gn19aF19mANA
Lﬁ@ff«mmﬂﬁ:uauqﬂwm 4 EULLUU%uN’W@’Wﬂﬂ"I‘jﬁ@’W‘jM"IT‘LA 2 8f nafe
fAusn Ao wanneUnAsaadssiinannnfinne nnisdenda (electoralism)
nunefe A3nNasemNTeUsTIn WiTuUsrnaUlneeslszane (popular
government) uay AF7ae9 Ae wannisunTasaniiainnssszenmslaanig
d1inBMN9IB95TUNA (constitutionalism) H1BANEABNSENANAREIIH
Tumsdnfingnunaees3guna (imited government) TisiAna rALnD.Tids
109uAa AR ag19ay 4 9o 99mdu 8 da uasivuanneifsfinesudaz R
Anegneas 4 o 5918 8 F8 (Wigell, 2008) FsunAnuiivauanuassneazden
1pssEdnlunIslATsiAnErsTIaUgnNaRng iidiadall iasenn
unansfl BRaendndinludnunamifnfineesiiandnnaUnasasdesinenn
finnannnnaiiendis (electoralism) uazRAnAnnIaUn B AV AL WYD Lz TTY
(constitutionalism) aeAinann T lunAiAaNLs iellamaiidansdatinanem
wesinasAneed fuflasnandiddadsnanaananinanesinensngmsnd
ysmaflasiifetuluuensnnyiumn Bnanransausnansaduunusnues
LAzdANgH Fag1mHIzaN
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3. ﬂ"li’ﬂﬁ‘U”lﬂi“"IJ’EI‘IJﬂﬂNﬂNT‘uLL’ﬂWiﬂ’meuﬁmﬂ’mNﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ’]iﬂﬂﬂi’ﬂ\‘l
Lﬁm"u'mmﬂwma)mmsm@ﬂm (electoralism) Gfu’ﬂiymms@ﬂ fialunse
e (third term bids) LLZ\I“’Nmﬂ@ﬂﬂ’ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁtﬂiﬂﬁﬂ%@ﬂﬂi”‘dﬁﬁu
(constitutionalism) ?ui']zymmsmq@mumemeqa (checks and balances)

AinalsunnoeiiusnaesfiinannisUnasedeedinamndisnenn
naEenas (electoralism) Ta81Wam 4 Fadali (1) SANITEBNAIUULIES (free
elections) (2) M3LaansafiiingssH (fair elections) (3) N3IABNATIRNTUL T
\AnTHa3 (competitive elections) wag (4) m‘n?ﬁmﬁyﬁaﬁmmﬂqwﬁzmw
VNAY (inclusive elections) TudnnpnniiusneesianannisUntiecans
\WBNINLBIUTE 1B (constitutionalism) BN uan 4 ¥ THud (1) wwBaniunig
FPRIBIANS (freedom of organization) (2) @3N nluANTLAAYEEN (freedom of
expression) (3) ﬁw%sﬁumﬁtﬁﬂﬁq%%@ﬂmm‘i (right to alternative information)

g

LAY (4) 1WENINAINNT HGNULNUENNINAI AWz RRNE (freedom of
discrimination) (Wigell, 2008, p. 237) A nLnodTaWAY 8 Faazmudn szuay
mafleswaslsymadaung Iugniausndniansduan Hildeymianninoed
Fugianannay Flisnandugungigniersaduinazuougnnas
wieg9lafa winRerssnndstudaneunaeifindueesiaiinannis
Unmsaadesdnennninnainnisiense uasfiinannisundesinBiasniness
Uszanan aznudtsrueunisiflesiuginiaueniniasSuanilifognd
BENTALIN
Tunsdinoulidnfinreelindnnisunaseadesdtsniniiniein
nadensa Sauan 4 ¥ T (1) maaBusmnatuniadenss naandaien
i Ansnazuaunisusessluniadndenyanaadinfuiminfiunasas
WenaumAinadends (2) anudedadgaintuniadends nsandatiadl
i nsasTadndewdaieudsngmadensslaaann (3) stueadiilg
Tunsidenss niaaxdfindef] igu nslinalngwiadnses (reserved domains)
woangusmnaiifiduindestinalnunsathgnasnliern gniaw e
Usznsulng W28 1HNI9LUNATBIPNUNTNULIIINAEUDN (tutelary government)
WAz (4) AEANARVEIaINANIaRends nsazdadell Wy yanadilA5y
m‘iLﬁﬂﬂﬁy/\ﬁgﬂﬁmmﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁqﬁqLLwiqu%’gﬁiﬁwiy (Wigell, 2008, pp. 238-240)

(2
AA vy

unaailiidaiauadn a9l 1 nraiaSugiunaiund@enss Ussmadauing
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Tugfinaauansninziunnlafiiym hudiatvinlain Wasannsalfgn
Auduniants frinmsidamudoutanannnadendomoan Tnsane
Faustemnganil 20 (g shuansiinudniadin lugaiiagiunisdendaiy
fiAqnamang (Election matters.) Wsitiiia 2, 3 uaz 4 nAuwudnEToymiagnsdaiau
il flanannde 2 pdedndgaantunisidends lunsduesamsnsnssgrnm
Uszarndudlensad il (driss Deby) Aaefiufiinunisyindgussmis
fotlagiunanenniularsmndud wlBvinniansnsgosssynaiu g
Tutl 2018 ilestangNaEITAIdiumiansmunssta (I8N 2 al wazdala
uilasgegsaynasuuasinanss 5 Tiilunse 6 T vilitlagiuntdise
fumdsTusief 6 sousid 2021 (“Chad presidential election,” 2021; Siegle &
Cook, 2021) aymanniie 3 gruneedlpetuniadands wudaiunasune
i Tl 2023 ans1snusg waesiinnslinalngunadisaseasmnsunisinds
afnlsrsuFuslugnnfian Uy (Mohamed Bazoum) (Transparency
International Defence & Security, 2024) AT NS NLENIINATLNEN
(tutelary power intervention) 185 31 [ dansdrannniunsdeudiie
Squnaianannidendsansansnsmsgnineenulyuisaisisnsiiiode
naUselamiunamuias (Amoh, 2024; Nyarko, 2024) uay feynnannda 4
AHANAAYBIBINANTSRENGAS WUANLINILTZNARAILERS 18 ng HavEna
annanfiazvinntaadiuInananiaidanaa i nanuaans idulunind
Antlasaun(d u nadluasanesnansgiuees T 2023 e1nnnsfilazsmnaud
Tuguna unam gniasunalasnguanlnddafvinmiinfiensnandnds it
wniiesanninelananisidenss (Naadi & Macaulay, 2025) (i
manzaviunnanalasasUsrnnaeiAsfinesfiinannsnases
Resdnsnnnfinnannniadensa wudnfitfymlnsanizluie 2, 3, 4 ym
199914 3 %fﬂﬁqm&’mﬂ'qwmiﬂﬂ'mﬁyﬂcfﬁLﬁmﬂ‘mﬂgmifﬁﬂmm‘a‘@?ﬁ‘zaﬁ%mm
mqm‘nﬁmﬂméﬁﬁﬁLﬁuﬂdﬁm‘sx‘ﬁﬁmum Farlszmadaning) 2 T 3) Tugfina
weWanmeunn hudaunn AR Suliun asn90591Mu (Republic of Benin)
/15153 gUALNESH (Republic of Cameroon) &15154531A AT INARTIS
A1519045gBLIAMBIEEANH (Republic of Equatorial Guinea) an519e45gunnLDe
(Republic of The Gambic) AME13UIFNMT F1519043NH A 19euigladide
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(Republic of Liberia) asinsansans3g WaiBe a1s19ns3gifes313alaw (Repudlic
of Sierra Leone) LLZ\]ZN”I‘E'Tﬁm%ﬁTGITﬂ FfUNATEIA85 UaUUS ST UR
ez Asfugpindnedmasgndniaareg e 2 anssdnszesiann
8 i usandanngnisoinemafiasaznudn fuszmadauaumnniigi
Fnssdumisagsintunssi 3 (Baifiundinnasil 3) iWn aesosTuANDY
L5283 U7 waa Ten (Paul Biya) Anilaqiiis Badnsssnumbaivszamlszne
HIustT) 1982 a1nmanIiRentul 2018 dsssiumbegtunasi 7 (nes 71)
%qﬁud’nﬂuﬂﬁzmm%uﬁﬁ@?ﬁqG‘hmew]@ﬁwmqmuﬁqmmLL@W%m,
as3ousgEa Uszsnsud Tondad il annisidansonissngniull 2016
Fnsssnumbsglunnasi 5 (s 5 1) arsransiglneidad Uszsnunsud ovde
471 117197 (Alassane Ouattara) FINANTLEBNAIASIANGATHE 2020 Ang9
dFumsbsaglunesdl 3 (9192 5 1) ssenisgRaeeaid Usts1unsud
Wuenfivee wlelals Towfes Sanun Suualeln (Brigadier General Teodoro
Obiang Nguema Mbasogo) @’Iﬂﬂq’iLﬁﬂﬂﬁg\?ﬂ%ﬁ’lf\mTuﬂ 2022 ANTIATUIANS
agluansedl 6 (19t 7 1) a15193gAT UszsnunBuR e1arn nam (Alpha
Condé) a1nnsinndanssangatuil 2020 Arssduniengtuanssd 3
(913¢ 5 T) uazansnaneiglaln YszsmunBud Tws wadew (Faure Gnassingoé)
nnsiRendanssangalull 2020 drsedtuniengtuanazit 4 (ansz 5 1)
(Siegle & Cook, 2021) ifiugin FefjidenaniFuniaiiamiddn third term bids
vida nsreasudaLiinanasiian
Tunsdlinoeiifisfnasfifinannisundes@niiginimaesd sy
damas 4 da Tud (1) anwduRnseueesdiednis nsanfintiadl
AnafinaUEmsasfa i i FSueygan (2) AnasuRageufinnen
MNTATIIRDLANAGUNE Nsaziadiell Wy dienainisdiaiumenues
mafles (3) Andadndgaineesarunsienig nsazfindiad 1w nnanasn
ABSSUF uaz (4) AnNSURATEUYEYETUATIDsdY n1sazlndall 1y
MsUaIngegansAuidiiang (brown area) fignunasgatunaadnfulds
(Wigell, 2008, pp. 240-241) UnAaHHsdaLawedn 714 4 Haganudaustidniloymn
flazmesing 9 Tuglniauawininzfuandndondey nanfe doywiie 1
AIHSURRTEUIBIANHUENNST W nTtlnesansITusTInIa Wil 2024
ANN97IUr s BLALTNT Fea (Macky Sall) WeneMABUNTSIABNGT
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Fagnanindiarsoldniuauneiginseisginafineeunigossnyay
@ ¥ o/ o VYo o ' A 2 & Sa

\numaWirnadgsssnyaaanuialffnfudinismeuienasiiangnung
(Africa Center for Strategic Studies, 2024) 48 2 AMMNILRALDUANIFINNTRTIINAL
pANNgVNTY LE1 Tunstluesansnsnsglaln finidenndesfaatiunisufsy

o/ lﬂl

Fensanynyfignuesiniu Squssmmanengrung’ dWasennisuilangrang
U U a

D

Sunne e HUSe s B UR NS WaBau s nt9nasanase UlE Fra

o/

sqpsany i Asnsravinedmiidesnistiniaud lafsnanafinlae
dwma Mifindetisendnnisilesrseudiszuugainiseeslszme (Abatan,
2024) ¥in 3 prfadndgaEAYENTELILSYNS W SUnatugRinI At sasdiman
Tunisdmnistigminiansie Tasanizesndenistsulsssineiening
Alalieniaressd dandrau shdnauazinaieninliasiansg huees
wazanssnssglnlngnanfinadluanienisgnasudonns fasainaesu
Aenfunanedsuduluszunsenis (Amnesty Internationdl, 2023) waztlaymn
Hin 4 ponssURMrELYBYETUNaTiesE it fiinernursstmetugRnnn
FagngWiindeiufidianafidnguandesuazfnananio ngulesadn
Audnazantuanfd wu fifatulussiansgainmaBeaia a9y
TnaRda% wazans190455 W358 (The Maritime Executive, 2024) anBninnis3ng
uazngurieneeitausinat 1 nadingunanisiiaTuln 21978 Boko Haram)
TuamingansnsnisghudBe (Al Jazeera, 2024) FagunaressgUIRIINANAN
dintungaamaulElivings nannlasaguilmis 4 fedauudifinauainnnsn
nalnumsaesauazdnnaiidne3ns FumanuiteBEundeiiymianen
e danAn i neasfifindnnisundesandiadninaasl sy
WUUWNNF9897 “‘check and balance problems’ %38 n1931ANaNATITABY
uazdaeaa Vi unannatiueiiaeusnenssuunABnnaTivi TN
AnenAvnsansnsangsalianesii 3 aanidu 4 dazan Fasialuil

Uszianit 1 Wnalndgann uwiluigassnyaudatisganisusnsdn
agpiotuangefiani wn ssnsousglnlnlud 2002 Afinnaudlasgagaaysy
yinliusrsiusumiesnaun sTa89iy (Eyadéma Gnassingbé) @%'wa?mmm
Tuwnntla 38 1 (Abatan & Toupane, 2017) uara1519BdSguALNBIHIND 2008
AnnsufilasgassayaiivfUgnissanasiunesaslszsmndud woa dun

o o °

Tnasganifeydfinisanidndadninansznismseiumbieessesunbu
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Farewntiniidmunlii 2 15z 7 9 vinifenamnsadissdiumisliogag
Taigifivum (Enonchong, 2022) (HeymnfiifinandauwBnifineesdanannis
Unifes@ndiainineestsrenau 4o 1 AusuRareurevdigL3nig a1nns
1enalnpsITreULALaNadIeLET uatlie 3 Ansdadadgadnunsaruy
31711719 Anileynin1TradeUTn)

Usziandi 2 Wnalnnnsasdszanud ufisgossayayuda iz
astazraddiegdeluanseiianli iy aansasgaite 2001 Tadnlig
meavlazreAudla3gossyny e BisesnnBuR&osmin Aowe (Lonsana
Conté) am1anAswiumafn 2 a9l Bnviediiinisutlireneszezioan
21axan 5 Tl 7 9 uazenidndadiinenygegaresdarsmnbuifieny 70 T
(Voice of America: VOA, 2009a) 157130453119 11T 2005 fifinnsuilasgsasssnmy
Hannsaslsznd esnidniadiinanazissdiwnlaessremniud
Danalivszsmnsuilensad 1l amnsaasminssuidensesiallla
agne(ss11iA (The New Humanitarion, 2005) uazans15043g (WaasTudl 2009
fnnsastlszmufudlasgossyniiosnanasiasiuminanlsramnsud
N1M19 1431 (Mamadou Tandja) UATENLANNIFIIAAIITENITANTIATUNNS
2891575118 UR vilRinaasasgiugmnass W (VOA, 20000) (Taywn
AfnandaufsfaensdfinannisUniiasdnsiainmensazenmy e 1
AINTURRTELYEIHNELEMNT A1NN19RRNA [T ae LAzt NaadiaLFne
uaztia 3 pudedndgainaessruuaenia anilgminisnasiid)

Uszianfi 3 é’m%’gﬁ‘ssugsyaﬂ'u?mi%um Wszenouasiszenud
wdnipiinesguIammiInusniafendstusgassgaaiiulne Tiiueey
il laEndiasiumiednl Wy ais1ansginaAdesing 2016
Tvinuszsafiiesusnssgasaayaaiiinl dmicuassfnfduiiandes
ABNISAAIINIINITANTIATUNUIIBIUTEEIUITUADEAALIY 319157
azgniiulmivdall nelisgasauynyaiiufingsn Rally of Houphoustists for
Democracy and Peace: RHDP 289189181918 199 1018 THITOAINN AT
suidendalnadlfiflasainsgassuymatiul 2016 THAewuasTzUaY
nnsunasaadn “ansnsaudgiians” inlinnassiwmdbinauntinesan
e li5gaaanyyaTul 2000 Tignifusaw (nstitute for Security Studies: ISS
Africa, 2020) 8519845 gEATNY 2018 SganaNs TS g [HeiRSgo9auyeY
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afulmiflvangdiusrnstszamnsuilonsad il vialiiaiuisn
Ansesiunsesia (UTHanded 2033 Taasgsssuyainddinunlians:
1p9U5zs W BuMdn 6 U (1A 5 U) wardmualidszsmnsufiasise
fsssiumds (el 2 ade adwlsfinnnisdninanssisnan{ifinadoumnas
S liindianansadasiumFEn 2 ansendoniaidandalul 2021 (Reuters,
2018) uazansnsswigAnhudl 2020 Thdnnsasusyaufsneigassnyaaiuim
Fefdlovandy et isrsuidufienann nue sRnTaENTUaTY
sk bilimnazniadandsnnslisgosany il Tresquia
adnFgasaayryaiiutnaiuniiunig “reset” nnguaNazIBTTEINEUA
(Al Jazeera, 2020) (ﬂmmﬁﬁmmmf’qmﬁuLﬁmmﬁﬁwﬁﬂmﬁﬂﬂﬁmﬁm%
iwEneBLazTeu 8 1 AnsSURAELYIBINRLENS 91NN1sIANanasIasey
wazanaineEms uazdin 3 AmndadndgainunsarunsIanig anilami
n13AR55UEN)

Uszianit 4 Waarnstunisdnfuiesgaluanseiiasls Wy
asnTous A Dl 2012 firasgasanyInsa s gITUiad AATess
ayniUazsnBuRdunase 1n avadAsiudendaanezi 3
wiidnsgaganyayiudlahidl 2001 axdmmannazinaszsnBuR (e 2 e
wiraAiasd1919zianYa9e (2000-2007) (Hagnnalitiadmunlnad
Forudnnnszuandaligniiumansgsssuyaiunilonde vinlinfansaiasg
Snasaludl 2012 (VOA, 2012) (HTaymfiiinanaauisifinsesdfinannisuntas
ansiadnanaasiazanay da 2 AdnsuRRrEURNIeINNITATI9EDL
ANNGVHTY 9INNSIANANAFIeRBLHNeRAINTT uaslie 3 AnnEadng
§9392895:0U513N15 A ndeyminisaedsuiu)

aniladanismanaeidsinudoweesifinannisUnaseaiesdinenn

1 ¥
o

P = AI o 1 () dl o/ 4
‘wm@'mmﬁsm@ﬂmwmfﬂqﬂiymmﬁﬂm%m?mq‘szwmm wazilageNISUNALNENT
L(?mLﬁu{’fu@iqmmﬁ@wéfﬂmﬁﬂﬂﬁmﬁw%Lﬂ%mwﬂmﬂ‘jzmmﬁﬁﬁﬂqmym
ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬂ@Tﬂmﬁq@N@ude FENUINYNNBILI I F N FINANTENI LD LAY
Tma?uﬁmvtﬁqd\‘iwﬂTﬁﬂﬂqﬂ’uﬂqﬁLﬁmmmﬂafﬂmq%rﬂumq@@Tuum‘mu
Ald a [ Y A o 4' v o

ARUSZRNBAIN f«mmumsﬁ‘mmmﬁiymmﬁm'ﬂgm@?um‘s:wmmmrzdm
AneuFms uBndunil fasmgfinnsiivanedszmalugnauendninzduan
Ainausnsiidseiwissaiflasiunniivarazaigrauiuauaiuisn
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vinlnalnTunismsrasauuazdasgaiinluluiismeidedselomininnd
mstpraenisegsnvasiniuansedl 3 sesmueail Haaauinueeiidn
spliRnsidenss {indneudnisfiinesifsudems uardonsdnseiuns

agapifivanszaalBey 7 asulafiannimnisdedifegdfaadasuns

UG
v
=g A

Wpihmandifsnsduneasiunass (UlH @7l gon @nd (Juan Linz) wawadn

dnunizdonanaiugadenrasazueutszsiunsud lasannnistidanne
agnainasanasfrasdumislarsunsuionarinliiianisdniden
rpsannsnailasaussnalAaiigmnied Hrinfiufeunds (strongman)
Y38 ‘Uses U BUARABATN (president-for—life) I8 (Linz, 1970; Riggs, 1993;
Linz & Valenzuela, 1994; Mainwaring & Shugart, 1997)

Fnunizessazaugnnanifiunsdaausindangnianifenanai
= @

FafuiinneeddnsrusuiBunanuaiviinenesigeiAiuudainasnsn

adunannanya [fAnd 15 TEe BansruaugnuanuuUANANNAgIN1S

3
ffnunszuaugnuaniuaiaaeliiuen Tnaunanuisediausszuey

e3le

grwanlal GeiFadendn srusuwRenissiunatensiantas vin renewed
authoritarianism’ MiAndutugfinianansnipziuan Tagarmailidadn
‘authoritarianism’ ¥ fingmsnassusAniaeInnsindRaRY
rasaRAndnnisUnAsaudesdinmnniinieinniaidends uasiindnnis
Unifs@nBiadnineesdssgamudofl ldasudon Seialdanisnaiuiadion
sruouladUszendulngld TuanisiAeadunisldmauamyiinizensdn
‘renewed’ Wi ananLIANgNIsainsaganszas Sududnanuoifiietuese

a

TugAnnauendniarduaniifindnaudnisdefidedszsunsudiinnenn

a

= & =2 v = & A =2 @ ' =2
NTTLABNEN LLN%E‘I\‘]LLNQ’W‘I"I‘iL@’ﬂﬂGNVILﬂ@‘ZIHL‘]J‘HT‘]JG]’]N‘iz‘i_l‘i_l’l"l‘it LAIWB N

¥ o @&

fmundugaansziunisdiseiaumds §irfeznngamistuszuunisides

dl dl ! U [ dl = a ! dl
\WB71925i8818 (renew) Twmmmmmaﬂﬂgmﬁmﬁ:w 3 (WAL ARNI1IN529 3)
ey Ipeainnsn unsn wialsenaunisasua i fanaw 1

340



wRanssmnafianiasns:iugurssusugnuaNuLLLENG N TURn

AN 1 89AUSENaUYaIsTuUaU Renewed Authoritarianism é’uﬁ’rfﬂgj
n1ssgUsenns

Renewed Authoritarianism

Electoralism = Third term bids

t " Coup d'état

Constitutionalism =

Check and balance problems

dl v A
7t g B
v & P ' &
91NN 1 uaasRisnalnessrupugnHANTIEENd1sE U UINAANIS

g1u19iendanTEAifindunnenileeensilgyninisreagsadiseiias
2R9nAeLEYN BeBvanadeiuuariwsieilasreesdyyinsnenianaasey
uaztnarENEamINTEEes audna iifinouessnsfipifisnseaumie
snlUEns q laglifanseiimedalumafin Senisasrgaivennaindsm
gpstfgngudl vanelsemalugAniaueninimeduandnidenldsgUaemis
wiuedasdialunissinuniiymiiiduniesiumnsnisidies wie ‘Coup d’etat as
a way to cut the Gordian knot' na1afie Usdsanaasiiaynvasnisagmels
FTUBLHAANITE I RNABaN T (N Tuara Uy

4. unsgu

Turmassudl 21 Usingniseimafindguszmsdiuam 12 ass Tugfiana
uweWinmzdumnazviouliinnneaiigmiiisgunlanssensaeguiiiug
Pnanszmin@unnmilern iluiietwdmeu agnelafinnn nnasssiac
glésinaznudnguiiuisteusenaiaifinannnisiauiueessinnii

= o @ [ = Av oo o

ppstlegnfiazaniuniunaium ddwaduanilywinisigiidieiguas
gpagjinluanszfiany wiatlgmieainnissanalnunisnsaegeuuazdana

341



o y o

2536151 BNNYVING

EAA o '

nnsvinsueasdnesguna Felloymfieg isinvivaasisnefifianinasai

wﬂi:ﬁmmﬂLﬂuﬁmmﬁxmum‘nﬁmLm‘ugﬂwmﬁLﬁmfﬁumtﬂﬂfﬂ%mﬂ
nadiAnuantzluginnaiiiGendn “syusuwAanisgiueiensedisy”

(2
=

%@‘ummmﬁmmdﬁi:muqﬂwm&T@ﬂmqﬁ@fqﬂmﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁyﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ:mﬂmfmu
fapslianmnsafinndwlugazueviszaniulnalfdnia adwlsindadain
Ay 289N19919UD LI Rannssuiaflendedsz (duszgnd 4y
nadiAnENEY o A sTueUgNNANAINANamHNzaNTiazLszynd TH TSI
fifinsUnAsaRLLUsE s BLATIH NS A sz nasnssdumis Banenss
i fainnainluszgnddunsunAsesgUuUUEs wu wuSganmEe
fAstszamnsuiienanutiadidasdaniaifszend 808 odnelafifaneas
nnns@alenalidnismessusruaumieanisgunefensantsz iUy
nsUnATBIEY 7 Tuowinn BnianusafeyannsAnEIsEUUMEaNIS
dnafiessinanszinaansmillgniaindgussmnsTudnuosAunnsnaduli
peinals

References

Abatan, J. E. (2024, March 12). Hasty constitutional reforms deepen tensions in
Togo. Retrieved April 4, 2025, from https://issafrica.org/iss-today/
hasty-constitutional-reforms-deepen-tensions—in-togo

Abatan, J. E., & Toupane, P. M. (2017, September 12). No time to waste in
implementing Togo’s reforms. Retrieved December 27, 2021 from
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/no-time-to-waste-in-implementing-
togos-reforms

Abebe, A. K. (2021, September 20). Denounce Guinea’s coup—and incumbent
leaders’ dbuses of power. Foreign Policy. Retrieved from https://for-
eignpolicy.com/2021/09/20/guinea-coup-au-ecowas-incum-
bents-constitutional/

Africa Center for Strategic Studies. (2024, January 17). Senegal: March 24, 2024
elections. Retrieved April 4, 2025, from https://africacenter.org/
spotlight/2024-elections/senegal/

342



wRanssmnafianiasns:iugurssusugnuaNuLLLENG N TURn

Al Jazeera. (2020, August 7). Guinea’s president Alpha Conde picked to run for
third term. Retrieved December 27, 2021 from https://www.aljazeera.
com/news/2020/8/7/guineas-president-alpha-conde-picked-to-run-
for—third-term

Al Jazeera. (2024, September 4). Dozens killed in Boko Haram attack on village
in northeastern Nigeria. Retrieved April 4, 2025, from https://www.
adljazeera.com/news/2024/9/4/dozens-killed-in-boko-haram-attack-
on-village-in-northeastern-nigeria

Amnesty International. (2023, July 11). Africa: Anti-corruption fight in peril-crack—
down on anti-corruption human rights defenders in West and Central
Africa. Retrieved April 4, 2025, from https://www.amnesty.org/en/
documents/afr01/6978/2023/en/

Amoh, J., Jr. (2024, July 22). China, Ghana celebrate deepening military
cooperation on PLA’s 97th anniversary. Ghana News Agency. Retrieved
from https://gna.org.gh/2024/07/china-ghana-celebrate-deepen-
ing—military -cooperation-on-plas-97th—anniversary/#google_vignette

Bangoura, D. (2015). Transition to democratic governance in Guinea. In A. Bryden
& F. Chappuis (Eds.), Learning from West African experiences in
security sector governance (pp. 37-59). London: Ubiquity Press.

Boix, C., & Svolik, M. W. (2013). The foundations of limited authoritarian
government: Institutions, commitment, and power-sharing in dictatorships.
The Journal of Politics, 75(2), 300-316. https://doi.org/10.1017/
s0022381613000029

Brownlee, J. (2009). Portents of pluralism: How hybrid regimes affect democratic
transitions. American Journal of Political Science, 53(3), 515-532.
https://doi.org/10.1111/1.1540-5907.2009.00384.x

Carothers, T. (2002). The end of the transition paradigm. Journal of Democracy,
13(1), 5-21. https://doi.org/10.1353/j0d.2002.0003

Chad presidential election: Idriss Déby seeks sixth term amid boycott. (2021,
April 12). BBC News. Retrieved https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
africa-56708261

343



o y o

2536151 BNNYVING

Collier, D., & Levitsky, S. (1997). Democracy with adjectives: Conceptual
innovation in comparative research. World Politics, 49(3), 430-451.
https://doi.org/10.1353/wp.1997.0009

Collier, D., & Mahon, J. E. (1993). Conceptual “stretching” revisited: Adapting
categories in comparative analysis. The American Political Science
Review, 874), 845-855. https://doi.org/10.2307/2938818

Dahl, R. A. (1971). Polyarchy: Participation and opposition. New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press.

Diamond, L. (2002). Thinking about hybrid regimes. Journal of Democracy, 13(2),
21-35. https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2002.0025

Diamond, L., Linz, J., & Lipset, S. M. (1995). Democracy in developing countries.
Boulder, CO: Lynne Reinner.

Enonchong, L. S. (2022). Unconstitutional constitutional amendment or
constitutional dismemberment? a reappraisal of the presidential term
limit amendment in Cameroon. Global Constitutionalism, 11(2), 274-296.
https://doi.org/10.1017/52045381721000290

Epstein, D. L., Bates, R., Goldstone, J., Kristensen, I., & O’Halloran, S. (2006).
Democratic transitions. American Journal of Political Science, 50(3),
551-569. Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/3694234

Gandhi, J., & Przeworski, A. (2007). Authoritarian institutions and the survival of
autocrats. Comparative Political Studies, 40(11), 1279-1301.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0010414007305817

Gilbert, L., & Mohseni, P. (2011). Beyond authoritarianism: The conceptualization
of hybrid regimes. Studies in Comparative International Development,
46, 270-297. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12116-011-9088-x

Howard, M. M., & Roessler, P. G. (2006). Liberalizing electoral outcomes in
competitive authoritarian regimes. American Journal of Political Science,
50(2), 365-381. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2006.00189.x

Institute for Security Studies (ISS Africa). (2020, August 26). Céte d’lvoire and
the third-term virus. Retrieved December 27, 2021 from https://issafrica.

org/pscreport/psc—-insights/cote—divoire-and-the-third-term-virus

344



wRanssmnafianiasns:iugurssusugnuaNuLLLENG N TURn

Karl, T. L. (1995). The hybrid regimes of Central America. Journal of Democracy,
6(3), 72-86. https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.1995.0049

Levitsky, S., & Way, L. (2002). Elections without democracy: The rise of
competitive authoritarianism. Journal of Democracy, 13(2), 51-65.
https://doi.org/10.1353/j0d.2002.0026

Lindberg, S. (2009). Democratization by elections: A new mode of transition.
Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Linz, J. J. (1970). The perils of presidentialism. Journal of Democracy, 1), 51-69.
Retrieved from https://muse.jhu.edu/article/225694

Linz, J. J. (2000). Totalitarian and authoritarian regimes, Boulder, CO: Lynne
Rienner.

Linz, J. J., & Valenzuela, A. (1994). The failure of presidential democracy in
Latin America. Baltimore, MD: John Hopkins University Press.

Lust-Okar, E. (2004). Divided they rule: The management and manipulation of
political opposition. Comparative Politics, 36(2), 159-179. https://doi.
0rg/10.2307/4150141

Magaloni, B. (2006). Voting for autocracy: Hegemonic party survival and its
demise in Mexico. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

Mainwaring, S., & Shugart, M. (1997). Presidentialism and democracy in Latin
America. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

McGowan, P. J. (2003). African military coups d’état, 1956-2001: Frequency,
trends and distribution. The Journal of Modern African Studies, 41(3),
339-370. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022278X0300435X

Merkel, W. (2004). Embedded and defective democracies. Democratization, 11(5),
33-58. https://doi.org/10.1080/13510340412331304598

Morgenbesser, L. (2014). Elections in hybrid regimes: Conceptual stretching
revived. Political Studies, 62(1), 21-36. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-
9248.12020

Morlino, L. (2009). Are there hybrid regimes? or are they just an optical illusion?.
European Political Science Review, 1(2), 273-296. https://doi.
org/10.1017/S1755773909000198

345



2536151 BNNYVING

Mufti, M. (2018). What do we know about hybrid regimes after two decades of
scholarship?. Politics and Governance, 6(2), 112-115. https://doi.
org/10.17645/pag.v6i2.1400

Munck, G. (2015). Democratic transitions. In J. D. Wright (Ed.), International
Encyclopedia of the social & behavioral sciences (pp. 97-100). Oxford,
UK: Elsevier.

Naadi, T., & Macaulay, C. (2025, April 2). Niger’s military leaders free ministers,
but not ousted president. BBC News. Retrieved from https://www.bbc.
com/news/articles/c4g2xzvnxdko

Nyarko, C. A. (2024, November 21). China to support Ghana in security projects,
demo zones, others. Ghana News Agency. Retrieved from https://
gna.org.gh/2024/11/china-to-support-ghana-in-security—projects—de-
mo-zones-others/

O’Donnell, G. (1994). Delegative democracy. Journal of Democracy, 5(1), 55-69.
https://doi.org/10.1353/j0od.1994.0010

Ottaway, M. S. (2003). Democracy challenged: The rise of semi-authoritarianism.
perspectives on politics. Washington, DC: Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace.

Private Military. (2021, November 20). History and chronology of military coups
since 2000. Retrieved November 20, 2021, from http://www.privatemilitary.
org/adverse/military_coups.html

Reuters. (2018, April 30). Chad parliament approves new constitution expanding
president’s powers. Retrieved December 27, 2021 from https://www.
reuters.com/article/world/chad-parliament-approves-new-
constitution—expanding-presidents—-powers-idUSKBN1111RB/

Riggs, F. W. (1993). Fragilities of the third world’s regimes. International
Social Science Journal, 45, 199-243.

Robertson, G. B. (2010). The politics of protest in hybrid regimes: Managing
dissent in post-communist Russia. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge

University Press.

346



wRanssmnafianiasns:iugurssusugnuaNuLLLENG N TURn

Schedler, A. (2002). The menu of manipulation. Journal of Democracy, 13(2),
36-50. https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2002.0031

Siegle, J., & Cook, C. (2021, May 17). Circumvention of term limits weakens
governance in Africa. Retrieved December 27, 2021 from https://
africacenter.org/spotlight/circumvention-of-term-limits-weakens-
governance-in-africa/

The International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS). (2023, June 28). The coup
in Niger. Retrieved April 4, 2025, from https://www.iiss.org/en/
publications/strategic-comments/2023/the-coup-in-niger/

The Maritime Executive. (2024, January 2). Crew kidnapped from tanker in
ongoing incident in the Gulf of Guinea. Retrieved April 4, 2025, from
https://maritime-executive.com/article/crew-kidnapped-from-tanker—
in—ongoing-incident-in-the-qulf-of-guinea

The New Humanitarian. (2005, June 2). Fraud allegations surface ahead of
referendum to lift presidential term limits. Retrieved December 27,
2021 from https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/feature/2005/06/02/
fraud-allegations-surface-ahead-referendum-lift-presiden-
tial-term-limits

Transparency International Defence & Security. (2024, August 8). A year after
Niger’s coup: Corruption, violence and human insecurity. What now?.
Retrieved April 4, 2025, from https://ti-defence.org/ni-
ger-coup-2024-corruption-military-defence-security-insecurity/

Tull, D. M., & Simons, C. (2017). The institutionalisation of power revisited:
Presidential term limits in Africa. Africa Spectrum, 52(2), 79-102.
Retrieved from https://nbn-resolving.org/urm:nbn:de:gbv:18-4-10503

Van de Walle, N. (2002). Africa’s range of regimes. Journal of Democracy, 13(2),
©66-80. https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2002.0032

Voice of America (VOA). (2009a, October 29). Guinea voters decide on constitutional
referendum-2001-11-12. Retrieved December 27, 2021 from https://
www.voanews.com/a/a-13-a-2001-11-12-6-quinea-67404112/276282.
html

347



o y o

2536151 BNNYVING

Voice of America (VOA). (2009b, November 2). Election officials: Niger president
wins bid to extend rule. Retrieved December 27, 2021 from https://
www.voanews.com/a/a-13-2009-08-07-voa11-68805617/362537.
html

Voice of America (VOA). (2012, January 26). Senegal’s top court allows incumbent
president’s run for third term. Retrieved December 27, 2021 from
https://www.voanews.com/a/senegals-top-court-allows-incumbent-
presidents-run-for-third-term-138237869/151242 .htm|

Wahman, M., Teorell, J., & Hadenius, A. (2013). Authoritarian regime types
revisited: Updated data in comparative perspective. Contemporary
Politics, 19(1), 19-34. https://doi.org/10.1080/13569775.2013.773200

Wigell, M. (2008). Mapping ‘hybrid regimes’: Regime types and concepts in
comparative politics. Democratization, 15(2), 230-250. https://doi.
0rg/10.1080/13510340701846319

Zakaria, F. (1997). The rise of llliberal democracy. Foreign Affairs, 76(6), 22-43.
Retrieved from https://www.foreignaffairs.com/world/rise-illiberal-

democracy

348



