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Carceral Practices Through Environmental History:
A Case Study of Tarutao Vocational Settlement, 1936—1948

Jeehan Dueanden?

ABSTRACT

In 1938, the Department of Corrections established the Tarutao Vocational
Settlement to rehabilitate prisoners through labor and vocational training, utilizing
the island's environmental features for both punishment and skill development.
The transformation of Tarutao's environment into a vocational settlement thus
reveals how the environment was integrated into carceral practices. This article
examines the history of Tarutao Vocational Settlement through the lens of
environmental history. It will apply the concepts of carceral ecology and workscape
to explain perceptions and changes of Tarutao's environment in response to the
Department of Corrections' policies. While most historical studies of penal
institutions in Thailand have primarily focused on the development of the Department
of Corrections, they have overlooked how the environment surrounding each place
shapes an ecology of punishment in each prison. This article argues that carceral
practices constituted not merely an instrument of state power but also new
ecological relations. Natural environments, built environments, the actions of
wardens, and the labor of prisoners were interconnected, forming an ecology of

punishment.

Keywords: Prison History, Environmental History, Carceral Ecology, Workscape,
Tarutao
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sonluivdaadiauazindnsion Tneeiansiianinslazgisdaiinfsudinn
itLlszanaaadngzEnn omnsiiianidesdouazion A Uanudn g Adul
INUBIMIBLT R DITIAN (Chitpranit, 2014, p. 54)

anfinansninsdinaninlFdiuigein ¢ figngn drndafignidss
Warhaduamnaidssniisaesauluiiang anudninsiesdedsan
fnnsuslnasie q fengnangiuslng fuiudnuoddguasiasldamns
Fariupnananaliinlassmananas Fadawindldematun iuunzazgem
rosRniusdodivimdaiugiignasuneinnsnsiaiodivedadfigniin
dnnegaiauasinlFduinsiusssnmasainesnzganodls iy
Famsangnignudnessnzguandinfignideslaeuafivlainuanosey |

MEsaNANATI fneaanenn U queRwmgaviomt (fos i)
Thgnedindsasinumis fgmnsniatian ﬂu‘ﬁ'ﬂmmmuqmﬁm Tnasnsainumsis
329979 W.7.2482-2489 TsemsBinedn huasTeepaiiimgaviosiduigmaenis
Aanlasenisusn Ae Tassmavinuszas TassnatlEusilasfinnsvinTizingn
uazstadaananidumanesn Tnanausieviom Fnaasszinoiienigua
yafniilngians sosifeadulifinsdnadmiininisnisazaeeindmina
wr1ERe weidy aeges wasweey AndEes mitanalazailiongfinaas
ﬂﬁzwmqm%qLﬂuﬁ(?T’\‘mmfrj’mfmm‘aﬁmusﬁmzﬂ:m‘i’q (Ayuwatthana, 1979,
op. 260-261) Walsznaunai FannsUszasaauing winliseeeniazin
ndssnTiasrasautufiany udeufiaduemsiiuddauazrion
(Chitpranit, 2014, p. 54)

azlrnlassmassiilsudlassmadsnniisawinii natsznaums
ysdmsananinRevdndtin Ssluinefigresnatsndunmaliny
sinlyuazan Aaiuanaziiv 2 vasldamnsiiAetuannlasentadsnanai
Ao Uarfignduliezgnaulnoamed uazunsdanazgninlasifiauazsiou
wazlinefigaiadauazindsnanazgnaulaaansddnd nsiuuazgniu
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fing o foadudnuardiAyensszuuing fsiuananainlFdanisrinem
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sia (U4
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Tassnns 2 Tasenastalud achiliuamstiindoindldvtassuniion
untinuAesd ifudsnnnduiugasndnamudduasaned Tassniauan
fia Tassniadslsadnsdnananliivagy Tasenmsiidslafiendntinzgen
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vaslsudnsfn wefind Bund agtnliifigndsnandoudinatsnandi
mavieuraslaidesasyinnnssinlauil EaeRenaingeandelasades
(Ayuwatthana, 1979, pp. 271-274)
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% v a

34iqﬁfuﬁwﬁqﬂTm\amiﬁ’mmquGmmu @nf (Ayuwatthana, 1979, pp. 277-279)
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dgl o/ o = o/ 1 o/ g a ! 4 dgl dl
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=3 Pl ' v v ' | I a
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v
=
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ey SeszuuilriinannasndusnaiuamumaawinsuashsEnasmi
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Bauduaifiesgdagn (Edwards, 2021, pp. 31-38)
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